
 

SPAN 326 
DIGITAL STORYTELLING 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Images are a part of our lives, whether they appear in magazines, academic journals or 
on the screens of the computers and mobile devices through which we access the 
Internet and recreate our lives. It is becoming increasingly clear that the ability to 
interpret and manipulate images is as important as the ability to read and write. This 
course analyzes strategies for deciphering the arguments and messages images convey 
and teaches students to create their own digital narratives.  

We will study the field of visual rhetoric (and its evolution over time) through examples of 
analog and digital media, providing students with an informed perspective and helping 
them to become effective digital communicators. Likewise, we will study how to persuade 
through images and the most effective media for doing so. 

STRUCTURE  
Classes will manly consist in the study and discussion of the texts, documentaries, 
photographs and online documents previously assigned.  

Following a theoretical approach to each stage and to digital communication media, we 
will center on the specific analysis of each of them, which will allow us to cover different 
audiovisual media and styles in order to create projects using these media.   

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Readings distributed in class by the instructor.  

Dictionaries: Each student should have access to a good English-Spanish dictionary. If 
students do not wish to purchase a dictionary, they may use the following online 
dictionaries:  

●​ Advanced English Dictionary Vox.  
●​ Diccionario de Inglés-Español de la Universidad de Oviedo. 
●​ Word Reference Dictionary.  
●​ American Heritage® Spanish Dictionary.  
●​ The use of a monolingual (Spanish only) dictionary is likewise recommended.  

 

 

ssabroad.org 
 In USA: 433 West St, Suite 8, Amherst MA 01002, USA ⬥ Tel (+1) 413-256-0011 

In Spain: Calle Harinas 18, 41001 Seville, Spain ⬥ Tel: (+34) 954-22-4107 



 
The following are available on the Internet:  

●​ Diccionario de español de la Real Academia de la Lengua Española (RAE).  
●​ Diccionario General de la Lengua Española . 
●​ Diccionarios de la Universidad de Oviedo. 
●​ Diccionario de sinónimos de Espasa-Calpe. 
●​ Manual de ortografía online de la Real Academia de la Lengua Española. 

In addition to these reference materials, students may consult the instructor about 
obtaining additional bibliographical sources.  

EVALUATION 

1.​ Participation and oral presentations 15% 

2.​ Mini-project: Sevillian cultural aspects 20% 

3.​ Critical responses 15% 

4.​ A documentary (group work) 20% 

5.​ Final Project 30% 

COURSE TOPICS 
 

 Topic/ Activity Planned 

Week 1  
 

Digital narratives and stories  
 
Day 1: Introduction and techniques. What is a digital 
narrative?  
Readings for the following class:  

●​ The Art Of Narrative: Three Tips On Storytelling From 
WSJ Feature Writer Barry Newman  

 
Day 2: The art of the narrative. How to tell a digital story.  
For the following class:  

●​ Read “Introduction: Why Things Catch On”, 
Contagious, Jonah Berger, p.1-20. 

●​ Brings 3 examples of viral stories (they can be current 
or old) and connect them with the 6 “STEPPS” 
principals from the Berger reading  
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Day 3: Viral stories.  
For the following class:  

●​ Read: Skim Reading is the New Normal  
●​ Watch: "Explained" Exclamation Mark 

Week 2 Day 4: The transformation and how we read and tell stories.  
Readings for the following class:  

●​ Periodismo con futuro  
●​ ¿La Tecnología y las redes sociales han cambiado el 

periodismo?  
 
Day 5: Journalism, articles and blogs.  
For the following class:  

●​ View and analyze the webpage of Design Canada 
and watch the trailer. 

●​ Read: Periodismo y diseño. 
 
Day 6: Billboards and graphic design.  
For the following class:  

●​ Read excerpt from Cámara lúcida pp. 35-37, section 
4. 

●​ Write the first critical response on Cámara lúcida. 

Week 3 Day 7: Pioneers of photography: War photographers.  
In class:  

●​ Analyze the excerpt from Cámara Lúcida  
●​ Hand in the first critical response on Cámara lúcida  
●​ Analyze excerpts from Gerda Taro. Seymour (Chim), 

Robert Capa. 
●​ Read pages 142-148 of La muerte del autor by R.  
●​ Read Las Redes sociales y las “tecnologías del yo” de 

Foucault. 
 

Day 8: New narratives and the images of our lives.  
●​ Discussion of Barthes and Foucault texts  
●​ Assignment: Bring a visual narration (10 photos)  

 
Day 9: Narration through images.  

●​ Presentations: Tell a story in 10 photographs. 
●​ Read for the next class: Los nuevos documentales 
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multimedia interactivos: construcción discursiva de 
la realidad orientada al receptor activo. 
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