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45 clock hours
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Objectives:

- To study core topics and periods in Argentine Literature of the 20™ century through
intensive readings of masterpieces by Argentine writers

- To learn about and reflect upon aspects of the art, language, history and
intellectual life of Argentine culture of the 20" century based on the literary works
read and discussed in the course

Contents

This course deals with some of the main Argentine writers of the 20th century such as
Roberto Arlt (1900-1942), Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986), Silvina Ocampo (1903-1993),
Julio Cortazar (1914-1984), Juan Gelman (1930), Juan José Saer (1937-1995) and
Ricardo Piglia (1941). Their novels, short stories, essays and poems will be read and
analyzed in their historical and cultural contexts within Argentine Literature.

Starting from careful reading of their works, the artistic, linguistic, historical and cultural
aspects put in the foreground by the texts are considered. In addition, the relationships
of these works with relevant events in the artistic, cultural and historical life of 20th-
century Argentina are examined.

Intensive reading of the works mentioned in the corpus and the production of comments
about them will be central aspects of the classwork during the course. With regard to
writers and works, students will be provided with the necessary elements to place them
within the framework of Argentine literature and culture, but with the specific objective of
contributing to a greater understanding of each writer's work to be studied. The work done
on the texts will allow students to deal with them from the perspective of their fields of
study.

Reading corpus

Roberto Arlt, El juguete rabioso (novel, 1926)
Jorge Luis Borges, Ficciones (short stories, 1944)
Julio Cortazar, Final de juego (short stories, 1964)
Silvina Ocampo, Las invitadas (short stories, 1961)
Juan Gelman, Célera Buey (poems, 1971)

Ricardo Piglia, Respiracion Artificial (novel, 1980)
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Juan José Saer, Lugar (short stories, 2000)

Ricardo Piglia, El altimo lector (essays, 2005)

Methodology

- Literary periods, writers and works: introduction, explanation and discussion in
class

- Reading “workshops” and comments about the literary works in the course

- Oral presentations by students

- Writing “workshops” of essays on topics related to the writers discussed

- Follow-up and tutorial advice for the students on the course

Evaluation

Term test: 200 points
Brief critical essay 1: 150 points
Brief critical essay 2: 150 points
Final paper: 200 points
Final interview: 100 points
Oral presentation: 100 points
Attendance/Participation: 100 points
Total: 1000 points
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