
 

SPAN 365UA-E 
CONTEMPORARY SPANISH CIVILIZATION 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The main objective of this course is to study the primary historical events of 
contemporary Spanish and Alicante civilization. An interdisciplinary study will be 
conducted, covering history, culture, economics, and politics during the 20th and 21st 
centuries, focusing primarily on the critical periods that have substantially transformed 
what we know today as Spain.   

The specific objectives of the course are: 

●​ To understand the major events of contemporary Spanish history and culture.   
●​ To comprehend the main characteristics of contemporary Spanish civilization 

through readings, workshops, films, and the press.   
●​ To develop critical thinking skills in order to approach the various aspects that 

have shaped Spanish reality in all its dimensions.   
●​ To promote student participation in relevant group discussions. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 
Each class session will be structured around an initial lecture by the instructor to establish 
a solid theoretical and methodological foundation. From there, students will be actively 
integrated into class discussions and debates involving texts, primary source documents, 
and audiovisual materials.  

COURSE STRUCTURE 

1.​ Language Exchange Program: It is mandatory to participate in a language 
exchange program with a native Spanish student, requiring a minimum of one 
hour of contact per week.   

2.​ Class Participation: Student participation in class through presentations and 
debates on the various topics to be discussed is a top priority. Therefore, 
peer-to-peer interaction and student-instructor interaction will be decisive 
factors in course progress, along with daily tasks such as reading, researching, 
etc.   

3.​ Practical Activities & Field Trips: Attendance is mandatory for all scheduled 
activities in the practical portion of the course. (These are listed in the syllabus 
with their scheduled dates. Students must come prepared for these visits with the 
provided materials and complete any subsequent assignments as instructed). 
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4.​ Perspectiva Project: Finally, students will complete the practical component of the 

course by developing a "Perspectiva," which is a research project focused on 
deep-diving into and exploring a topic of interest regarding contemporary 
Spanish-Alicante social reality.  

COURSE MATERIALS 
-​ Required Textbook: LÓPEZ MORENO, Cristina. España Contemporánea. SGEL, 

Madrid. 2014.   
-​ Supplementary Materials: Provided by the instructor (press articles, selected 

bibliographic photocopies, audiovisual materials, PowerPoint presentations, etc.).  
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EVALUATION & GRADING 
1.​ Classwork, readings, and participation 30% 

2.​ Final research project 30% 

3.​ Midterm Exam 20% 

4.​ Final Exam 20% 
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●​ Attendance: Students are required to attend class daily and complete all 

proposed tasks and exercises. There is no substitute for in-class attendance.  
●​ Participation Grade: Students must arrive to class on time to avoid disrupting the 

session. Irregular attendance will have a highly negative impact on the learning 
process and the final course grade. Participation means being actively "involved" 
in class. This includes contributing to discussions and speaking exclusively in 
Spanish. To achieve this, students must read the assigned material before coming 
to class.  

The participation grade includes:   

-​ The student's regular contributions, completion of homework, and group 
activities.   

-​ Cooperation in class dynamics and collaborative work in teams or pairs.  
-​ Respect and attitude toward classmates in class.   
-​ Participation will be evaluated both during classroom activities and those 

conducted off-campus (walking tours, museums, etc.). Students must 
come prepared for these visits with the provided materials and complete 
any subsequent assignments as instructed.   

●​ Unexcused Absences: Each unexcused absence—starting from the third 
absence—will result in a deduction of half a point (0.5) from the final grade.   

●​ Final Research Project: Students must complete a final research 
project/Perspectiva on a topic related to the course syllabus. Students will receive 
guidance and support from the professor to complete this project. The submission 
deadline for this project is.   

●​ Exams: There will be two exams during the course. Each exam will consist of two 
sections: a multiple-choice and short-answer section, and an 
essay/development section.   

-​ Midterm exam 
-​ Final exam 

GENERAL COURSE SCHEDULE 

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE 
Section I: Historical Aspects 

-​ Topic 1: Causes and consequences of the Spanish Civil War   
-​ Topic 2: The Franco dictatorship (1939–1975)   
-​ Topic 3: The transition to democracy   
-​ Topic 4: The socialist years (1982–1996)   
-​ Topic 5: Entry into the European Union   
-​ Topic 6: The Popular Party (PP) government (1996–2004)   
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-​ Topic 7: The 2004–2014 decade 

 
Section II: The Spanish Economy by Sector 

-​ Topic 8: The public sector   
-​ Topic 9: The private sector   
-​ Topic 10: The primary sector   
-​ Topic 11: The industrial sector   
-​ Topic 12: The tertiary sector (Services) 

 
Section III: Social and Cultural Aspects of Modern Spain 

-​ Topic 13: Nationalisms in Spain   
-​ Topic 14: Employment and unemployment   
-​ Topic 15: Emigration and immigration   
-​ Topic 16: The 21st-century Spanish family   
-​ Topic 17: The role of women in contemporary society 
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