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SPAN 422
LITERATURE OF 20TH CENTURY SPAIN

OBJECTIVES

This course offers the student a summary of the most important literary events taking
place in Spain during the 20th Century. We will analyze texts of representative authors of
each literary stage, establishing a relation at the same time with the social and political
circumstances in the country.

INSTRUCTIONAL FORMAT

We will not use a student book. The information of each chapter will introduced by the
lecturer in class, and immediately start with the analysis of the texts.

The student must prepare daily for this course to be able to follow the readings. It is
mandatory to do the readings so we can establish a class discussion on it. The
participation grade will be a result of the constant class work and intervention of the
student in class; keeping in mind that participating is not just talking, but adding to the
discussions, expressing questions related to the readings and preparing the assigned
readings at home. An unjustified absence will be a 0 in participation that day.

There will be a Midterm exam and a cumulative Final exam.

The student will also have to prepare an oral presentation and a Final paper between 8 -
10 pages (typed in WORD Arial 12, double spaced). The lecturer will give a list of works to
chose from. Before writing the paper, the students will have to hand in a “Proposal” (half a
page) so the lecturer can give any orintation and help find any necessary
complementary bibliography. Students will follow the MLA format.

We will also do other activities, such as seeing movies or assisting theater
representations, as long as the thaters offer a play according to the class theme.

READING BOOKS

- Miguel de Unamuno. San Manuel Bueno, mdrtir. Madrid: Catedra, 2008.

- Federico Garcia Lorca. Bodas de sangre. Madrid: Catedra, 2009.

- Antonio Buero Vallejo: Historia de una escalera. Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 1995.
- Alberto Méndez: Los girasoles ciegos. Barcelona: Anagrama, 2004.

- Seleccidén de poemas y cuentos de diferentes autores y tendencias
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The student can also ask the lecturer on any additional bibliography needed on the class

contents.

EVALUATION
1. Participation 25%
2. Mid-Term 20%
3. Final Paper 20%
4. Oral Presentation 10%
5. Final Exam 25%

Assistance to class is mandatory, any unjustified absence is a 0 in class participation
that day.

SUBJECT INDEX

1.

2.

Introduction to 20th Century Literature
- Social, political and economical situation of Spain at the end of the 19th
Century and the beginning of the 20th Century.
- Last literary tendencies of the 19th Century.
Modernism and the “1898 Group”
- Literature on the existential and religious problems. Unamuno: San Manuel
Bueno, martir.
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- Antonio Machado.
From “Novecentismo” to Vanguardism
- “Novecentismo”.
- Juan Ramén Jiménez.
- The Avant-guards and the literary repercussion in Spain.
The Poetic group of 1927
- Tradition and renovation of 1927.
- The Poets.
- Lorca: Bodas de sangre.
Postwar Literature
- From the breakup to the search of new ways on the literary creation.
- Social Realism.
- Antonio Buero Vallejo: Histori una escdlera.
- The Mid Century generation: Ana Maria Matute and Carmen Martin Gaite.
Literature of the last decades: From 1975 to 2000

- Alberto Méndez: Los girasoles ciegos.

ssabroad.org
In USA: 433 West St, Suite 8, Amherst MA 01002, USA o Tel (+1) 413-256-0011

In Spain: Calle Harinas 18, 41001 Seville, Spain o Tel: (+34) 954-22-4107



