
 

SPAN 175UA 
BEGINNING CONVERSATION I 

Both the general objectives and the (self-)assessment system, which are described 
below, are in line with the general approach of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages and its global scale of proficiency levels. 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 
According to the MCR, upon completion of this level, students will:  

●​ Exchanging greetings 
●​ Introduce themselves and introduce someone else.  
●​ Know how to ask for and give basic personal information: say your first and last 

names, your nationality, your profession, your age.  
●​ Interact with classmates and the teacher in the classroom: know how to ask for 

something to be repeated, say that you do not understand a word, ask for 
clarification, ask or explain how something is spelled.   

●​ Know how to express your physical and emotional state in simple terms, referring 
to basic sensations and feelings.  

●​ Refer to the usual actions that occur in the learning process and in class work, 
correctly identifying the elements involved in the process: topic, lesson, problem, 
pen, poster, blackboard. 

●​ Talk about the existence of people and/or objects and locate them in space.  
●​ Describe objects and places.  
●​ Describe people by referring to their physical characteristics or personality traits.  
●​ Talk about your family and others' families, correctly identifying the type of 

relationship and correctly expressing the relationship and possession.  
●​ Carry out the necessary interactions to buy clothes; be able to explain what you 

are looking for, ask the price, and generally talk about clothes, identify them, and 
describe them.  

●​ Talk about your own daily life and that of others, expressing the frequency of 
actions.  

●​ Make an appointment with someone, propose plans, and make suggestions. 
●​ Carry out basic interactions to use transportation;  know how to ask for 

information, buy a ticket, and generally be able to talk about transportation.  
●​ Compare the qualities of people and objects.  
●​ Know how to locate places in the city and ask for and give simple directions to 

places.  
●​ Express likes and preferences and show agreement/disagreement with the likes 

and preferences of others.  
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●​ Know how to talk about eating and drinking habits; be able to identify food and 

drinks, as well as know how to order and pay in a restaurant. 

GRAMMAR, VOCABULARY, AND PRAGMATICS  

According to the MCR, upon completion of this level, students will be able to understand 
and use:  

●​ Greetings, farewells, introductions.  
●​ Demonstratives: este, esta, estos, estas.  
●​ The verb ser. Morphology and uses for introductions.  
●​ Use of tú/usted.  
●​ The alphabet: spelling.   
●​ Spelling and pronunciation I: Difference between sounds and spellings.  
●​ 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person singular forms of the verbs trabajar, tener, llamarse. Verb 

ser. Use for nationality, profession, origin.  
●​ Numbers from 0 to 100.  
●​ Gender and number of nouns and adjectives.  
●​ Adjectives of nationality.  
●​ Vocabulary related to professions.  
●​ Question words: how, where, how many...  
●​ Verbs: poder, saber, escribir, entender, decir, repetir...  
●​ Simple expressions of courtesy.  
●​ Spelling and pronunciation II: Recognition of intonation curves in enunciation and 

questions.  
●​ Verbs estar and tener to refer to physical and emotional states.  
●​ Basic vocabulary for sensations and feelings.  
●​ Regular verbs in the present tense.  
●​ Basic vocabulary for the classroom and study.  
●​ Gender and number of nouns and adjectives: adjective-noun agreement. Definite 

and indefinite articles. Presence and absence with hay/está. Contrast between 
hay/está/están.  

●​ Prepositions and prepositional phrases of place: in front of, behind, next to, below, 
in, on, between, opposite, inside, outside… 

●​ Household vocabulary: parts of the house, furniture, and appliances. Simple 
adjectives related to size and color. 

●​ Use of ser for description.  
●​ Physical description vocabulary: parts of the body and adjectives for description. 

Basic adjectives for describing personality.  
●​ Basic contrast between ser/estar with adjectives.  
●​ Possessive adjectives.  
●​ Family vocabulary. 
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●​ Possessive pronouns and basic resources for expressing possession: Whose is it?/ 

It belongs to.../ It is + possessive pronoun. 
●​ Basic clothing vocabulary.  
●​ Expressions related to buying clothing: Would you like a...? / How can I help you? / 

What color...? What size do you wear/want/have?  
●​ Adjectives for describing clothing.  
●​ Basic resources for talking about price: it costs, it's worth, how much does it cost? 

They are... Numbers from 100 onwards.  
●​ Irregular verbs in the present indicative.  
●​ Frequency indicators.  
●​ Vocabulary for talking about the time and schedules.  
●​ Days of the week and months of the year.  
●​ Vocabulary related to daily habits.  
●​ Expansion of vocabulary for describing personality. Resources for discussing 

appointment times: What time...?; Can you...?; Is...okay for you?; Meeting up; 
Where...?; Why not...? 

●​ Vocabulary for means of transportation and vocabulary related to their use. Verbs 
that express need or preference.  

●​ Regular and irregular comparatives.  
●​ Adjectives to describe means of transport.  
●​ Basic vocabulary for the city.  
●​ Resources for getting someone's attention, asking for information, and thanking 

them: Excuse me,  hey, sorry, pardon me, where is...?; Can you tell me where...? 
Vocabulary for leisure and free time activities.  

●​ First, second, and third person singular forms of the verb gustar.  
●​ Me yes, me no, me too, me neither 
●​ Basic vocabulary for food and drink. 
●​ Essential phrases for ordering in a bar/restaurant: What would you like? How much 

is it? The bill, starter, main course, tip, etc.  

SOCIOCULTURAL CONTENT  

According to the MCR, upon completion of this level, students will know:  
●​ First and last names in Spanish. Degrees of formality in greetings/introductions.  
●​ Expressions of courtesy in classroom interaction.  
●​ Classroom interaction: basic rules of social interaction and differences in 

formality/informality.  
●​ Types of housing in Spain. The usual layout of a home. Differences between 

countries. 
●​ Contemporary Spanish society I: basic concepts of the idea of family in Spain. The 

Spanish royal family. 
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●​ Expressing courtesy in shopping contexts. Basic resources. Contemporary Spanish 

society II: Spanish habits and schedules: meals, sleep.  
●​ Contemporary Spanish society III: going out in Spain. Leisure and entertainment: 

habits and schedules.  
●​ Public transportation in Spain.  
●​ Information on public transportation in Madrid and Alicante. The basic structure of 

cities/towns in Spain.  
●​ Expressions of courtesy in phrases used to get someone's attention, give 

directions, and ask for information.  
●​ Contemporary Spanish society IV: leisure in Spain. Sports and other leisure 

activities popular among Spaniards.  
●​ Socio-cultural habits in bars/restaurants: basic information on the social rituals of 

ordering, eating, and paying in a bar or restaurant.  
●​ Tapas.  
●​ Tipping. 

METHODOLOGY 
The methodological focus will be communicated in order to enable the students to be 
able to function in real situations of communication, but without forgetting the conscious 
learning rules and practices based in grammatical and lexical aspects.   

For the coherent development of the methodology of communication, it is necessary for 
the integration of four skills: listening comprehension, reading comprehension, written 
expression, and oral expression. The coherent and balanced development of these skills 
will guarantee the reception and subsequent production of the knowledge acquired by 
the student, both in the classroom and in the sociocultural environment in which they are 
immersed. This will contribute to their personal and academic enrichment. Interculturality 
will be promoted in the classroom to encourage integration, respect, and tolerance 
towards the cultural diversity present in the Spanish classroom. Another important aspect 
will be the incorporation and comparison of the different social and cultural aspects of 
both Spain and Latin America.  

Each of the skills requires different learning strategies, but not isolated from one another, 
so that students develop the different communication skills equally.  

When selecting supplementary materials, emphasis should be placed on motivation, 
interest, educational consistency with the textbook in use, and authenticity, as far as 
possible. The use of visual and audio materials to stimulate and encourage learning 
would be advisable. 

 
ssabroad.org 

 In USA: 433 West St, Suite 8, Amherst MA 01002, USA ⬥ Tel (+1) 413-256-0011 
In Spain: Calle Harinas 18, 41001 Seville, Spain ⬥ Tel: (+34) 954-22-4107 



 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: BOOKS AND MATERIALS 
-​ EQUIPO PRISMA (2002) Prisma comienza, A1, Madrid, Edinumen.  
-​ CASADO, M. A. et al. (2004) Prisma de ejercicios, A1, Madrid, Edinumen.Calvo 

Castellón,  

ASSESMENT 
The student assessment system used in the courses at the Centro Superior de Idiomas 
consists of two components: self-assessment and assessment of knowledge and level 
acquired.  

The self-assessment, for which a form has been designed following the scales, levels, and 
descriptors defined in the MCR, is intended to help students: 

-​ Become aware of their own learning style  
-​ Become aware of the progress they are making, and  
-​ Develop greater autonomy.  

The assessment of knowledge and level acquired, for which a model based on 
communication objectives has also been designed, aims to determine what the student 
has learned by the end of the course. It is, therefore, an assessment in terms of ability, as 
proposed by the MCR. To this end, the following concepts are assessed: 

1.​ Daily work participation1 15% 

2.​ Oral expression 15% 

3.​ Midterm exam 20% 

4.​ Final exam2 50% 

 
It should also be noted that the Centro Superior de Idiomas, as a university institution, is 
governed by the same rules as the University of Alicante in terms of attendance. 
Therefore, in order for a student to obtain a certificate of attendance or achievement, they 
must have attended at least 80% of classes.  
 
1 By daily work, we mean the set of tasks and exercises that the student will complete 
during the course, at home or in class, in order to complete the communicative objectives 
of every teaching unit. Including exercises of written expression of distinct types of text, (a 
minimum of four), readings (for every course you select a reading), and a set of activities 
that go from the most formal (fill-in-the blank, drills, questions-and-answer, 
transformations, corrections in partners or self-correcting of errors) to the most 
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communicative (debates, interviews, role-plays, simulations, partner activities with 
missing information, etc.) 
2 Exams are formal tests that are taken halfway through or at the end of the course. They 
are based on the belief that formal assessment should determine the extent to which the 
students are capable of meeting the communicative objectives and, therefore, are 
designed following the same criteria we use to specify the teaching objectives. In short, 
they are not, definitively, only to measure the grammatical knowledge of the student, but 
what they are capable of doing with their skills, both oral and written. The exam consists 
of: 

-​ A series of exercises testing grammar, vocabulary, and pragmatics, that includes 
exercises of fill-in-the-blank, of transformation, of multiple choice, of open or 
semi-controlled answer, of detection and correction of mistakes, of textual 
coherency and cohesion, etc.  

-​ A reading comprehension text 
-​ A written expression text, and 
-​ A test of oral expression, in which the student has to speak and/or converse 
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