@, SSa

/ education abroad

SPAN 344
REDEFINING GENDER AND IDENTITY IN THE 21ST
CENTURY IN SPAIN

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course aims to bring students closer to concepts and problems related to gender
studies and to principles of sexual and emotional diversity, with the goal of reflecting on
conversations and debates in 21st-century Spain regarding gender.

Students will learn about gender theories and queer reflections on notions of identity,
difference, body, and sexuality. They will become acquainted with the research that has
meaningfully contributed to gender theory to date in our country.

Additionally, we will discuss different social, cultural, economic, and demands for
recognition set forth by the current LGBTQI+ community. With knowledge resulting from
these discussions as a springboard, students will further reflect on the subject matter with
an interdisciplinary focus and a comparison with the United States.

STRUCTURE

The course will combine diverse methodologies in order to foster understanding of the
content and acquisition of key competencies selected with the aim of reflecting on a set
of texts previously provided to all students.

Direct instruction will be combined with the use of more interactive methodologies.
Classes will begin with an explanation of topics, works and concepts by the professor,
followed by discussion, questions and debate.

Classroom lessons will be complemented by other activities such as presentations, chats
or visits to associations formed by activists working for legal equality and full inclusion of
the gender-diverse in society. These activities seek to provide a first-hand experience of
the issues discussed in the course.

Finally, students will prepare presentations and an essay in order to demonstrate the
understanding they have acquired of the issues discussed and to apply that
comprehension to their personal interests and learning needs.
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TEXTBOOK

A dossier of readings on different topics will be provided, along with a list of key questions
so that students may prepare for upcoming class discussions. The instructor will also
provide audiovisual material and organize in-class visits and presentations.

EVALUATION

Evaluation is ongoing, and attendance is mandatory. Absences must be approved by
the instructor and administration. Evaluation will be based on the following criteria:

Participation will take into account responses to the questions posted on
Classroom (30%), along with the student’s general interest and punctuality (70%).
Two oral presentations of approximately ten minutes in length on topics assigned
by the instructor.

Written essay, of approximately 2000 words in length, that proposes a topic for
debate or reflection. Students may choose freely from the topics covered in class.
A partial exam and a final exam graded on a scale of 100 points.

The final grade will reflect the following components:

1. Participation 20%
2. Oral Presentation 20%
3. FreeEssay 20%
4. Partial Exam 20%
5. Final Exam 20%
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COURSE TOPICS

The instructor may adapt course topics at his discretion.

Topic / Activity planned

WEEK 1

Course presentation.
Topic 1: Approaches to gender studies. Current approaches. Basic
concepts and definitions.

WEEK 2

Topic 2: Waves of feminism, relation with LQBTIQ+ movements and queer
theory.

WEEK 3

Topic 3: Contextualization of feminism and the LGTBIQ+ movement in
Spain during the twentieth century.
e Suffragism during the Second Republic.
e Oppression of women during the Francoist dictatorship.
e Legal situation of LGTBIQ+ people during the dictatorship and the
transition

WEEK 4

Topic 4: Feminism and migrant women in 21st-century Spain.
Different realities.

WEEK 5

Topic 5: Democracy and protection of women'’s rights in modern-day
Spain.

e Feminist revindications: divorce and abortion.

e Sexist violence in Spain (laws and social transformation)

e Perspectives on gender and legal equality (The Solo si es si law)

WEEK 6

Review for the partial exam.
PARTIAL EXAM

WEEK 7

Visit to an LGBTQI+ association.
ORAL PRESENTATION 1.

WEEK 8

Topic 6: The role of digital culture in constructing new identities.
e Digital activism.
e The importance of social networks in changing attitudes.

WEEK 9

Topic 7: Inclusive language in Spain.
e Pros and cons.
e New ideas for inclusiveness in language.

CHAT/PRESENTATION ON A RELATED TOPIC.

WEEK 10

Topic 8: Health and well-being in the LGBTQI+ community.
e Access to health care.
e Different issues.
e Public health policies and resources.
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WEEK 11

Topic 9: Current causes and battles to be fought by the LGBTQI+
community.
e Tipos de discriminacién (discrimination against people with AIDS,
sissyphobia, biphobigq, etc.)
e Inequalities in different contexts.
¢ Inclusion of immigrants in the LGBTQI+ community.

WEEK 12 ORAL PRESENTATION 2.
Final Review
WEEK 13 FINAL EXAM
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