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SPAN 340S-E
SPORTS CULTURE IN SPAIN

This course will be taught entirely in English.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course offers an in-depth exploration of the profound influence that sports, especially
football, have on Spanish society, identity, and history. Participants will examine the
cultural and regional significance of key sports like football, basketball, and tennis, as well
as traditional activities like bullfighting. The course delves into Spain's sports industry,
exploring its commercial landscape, economic impact, and the role of major clubs like
Real Madrid and FC Barcelona. Additionally, students will analyze how sports in Spain
intersect with political movements, social issues like gender equality, and regional
identities, providing a comprehensive understanding of sports as both a cultural force
and a business in Spain.

The course will adopt a hands-on approach to the subject matter including case studies,
field studies to sporting events and organizations, guest lecturers (journalists, sports
administrators, professional athletes) and will require a significant level of participation
on your behalf.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

e Discuss the relationship between sport, media and culture in modern society

e Relate sporting issues to the wider political debate in Spain

e Critically analyze the role of sport in the development of contemporary Spanish
culture

e Engage with the host population on the subject of sport and culture

e Identify ties and fundamental differences between the sport-media debate in
Spain and the US

GRADING AND ASSESSMENT

The instructor will assess your progress towards the above-listed learning objectives by
using the forms of assessment below. Each of these assessments is weighted and will
count towards your final grade. The following section (Assessment Overview) will provide
further details for each.
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1. Class Participation/ Engagement 20%
2. Field Studies & Self-learning 15%
3. Final Project 20%
4. Mid-term Quiz Assessment 15%
5. Final Quiz Assessment 15%

ACTIVE LEARNING

Experiential learning is an essential component of education abroad, and participation in
field activities is a required part of coursework. In this course, you explore the city in which
you are studying using a variety of tools. This provides the opportunity to gain nuance
and context on your context and the subject you are studying, as well as to collect
information and resources for assigned papers, projects, and presentations.

1. Visit to the High-Performance Rowing Center in Cartuja Island, guided by the
Spanish National Rowing Coach.

2. The Evolution of Women's Football in Spain: by Futbolistas Founder.

3. Sports Practice Recording at radio station.

Active learning is a dynamic approach that immerses students in a vibrant exploration of
the intricate relationship between sports and cultural phenomena in Spain, engaging in
hands-on experience that fosters a deeper understanding of the subject matter.

This approach involves interactive activities such as:

e Class-Discussions and Debates: These exchanges encourage critical thinking,
perspective sharing and the development of well-reasoned arguments.

e Case Studies: Real-world case studies of significant sport events, athletes or
cultural trends in Spain provide students with a contextual understanding. Of the
course material.

e Field Trips: organized visits to local sports venues or relevant institutions in the
community provide students with first-hand exposure to the intersection of sport
and culture.

e Group Projects: collaborative projects challenge students to explore specific
aspects of sport and culture in Spain. Working together, students conduct
research, analyze data and present their findings fostering teamwork and

communication skills and a deeper engagement with the course material.
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