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Title: ARGENTINE HISTORY AND ECONOMY 
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Language: Spanish           
Level: High Intermediate 
Areas: Economics, Sociology, History, Politics 

Course Description 

The course seeks to present the principal historical outlines of Argentina, tracing its political and economic development 
and conflicts. This perspective will be complemented with an emphasis on the economic development models that were 
central to each historical period. In this way, the course will aim to present the different scenarios and decisions that 
Argentina has undertaken over time in its quest to build a framework for political and economic development. The social, 
political, and international circumstances that shaped the establishment of various economic models and the policies that 
marked Argentina’s historical trajectory will also be analyzed. By taking this course, students will be able to apply economic 
analysis methodologies to a concrete case (in this case, Argentina’s development) and will be able to identify and analyze 
significant economic variables to understand the conditioning elements that affect the historical and political framework. 

Course Main Goals. This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and: 

• Understand and analyze Argentina’s historical development: know the main historical and political lineaments of 
the country, identify the different historical periods that have characterized its experience, and comprehend the 
historical circumstances that conditioned its performance. 

• Identify key social and economic actors: recognize the determining social sectors of each historical period, their 
interests, limitations, and results, as well as the relationship between economic policy, economic interests, 
involved actors, and the material well-being of the population. 

• Critically evaluate government actions: analyze critically the measures implemented by different governmental 
administrations in relation to the country’s development and the processes studied from a multidisciplinary 
perspective. 

• Develop analytical and research skills: employ economic analysis methodologies to interpret political decision-
making frameworks, elaborate arguments based on results and economic indicators, and produce working 
papers on economic policy measures. 

• Foster a humanistic and reflective perspective: reflect on the relationship between politics and economics while 
developing a humanistic approach aimed at improving the material well-being of the population. 

 
Methodology 
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative and interactive– within which different topics will be 
presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 

Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final 
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively. 

 
Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in four main units, as listed below. Please note that 
references and bibliography are mandatory. 

 
Unit 1: 1806-1852: Revolution, Republic, Confederation. Activity: Preparation of a report on foreign trade. 

Unit 2: 1880-2003: Economic, Political, and Social History of Argentina. 

Unit 3: 1916-1930: Democracy, Social Conflict, and Renewal of Ideas. The Origin of Argentine Industrialization and the 
Atlantic Economy. Activity: Analysis of the film “La Patagonia Rebelde” and description of the industry based on census 
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data. 

Unit 4: 1930-1955: The Unions, the State, the Rise of Perón and the Peronist Years. Activity: Analysis of public spending 
during the period and analysis of videos and historical documents from the period. 

Unit 5: 1956-1976: State and Alliances in Argentina. Economic Stagnation. Activity: Construction of an economic model 
based on the text by Braun and Joy. 

Unit 6: 1976-2001: Dictatorship and Democracy. Activity: Analysis of the film “Plata Dulce”. 

Unit 7: 2001-2015: The Kirchner Years and The Hegemonic Struggle after the Crisis of the Neoliberal Order. Activity: Analysis of 
the 2001 crisis using economic data. 

Unit 8: 1880-Present: Argentine Economic Policies. The Political and Economic Cycles of Latin America and the Boom of the 
Commodities. Argentine Economic Crises. 
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