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Course Description 
The subject combines the study of political cases in Argentina, Chile, and Venezuela, analyzing both their internal 
dimensions and comparatively. The course focuses on the political processes of the 20th century. In the Argentine 
case, it includes extensive bibliography on Peronism, from its historical genesis up to the violent decade of the 1970s, 
focusing particularly on the Peronist economic model, relations with the Catholic Church, and the role of Eva Perón 
considered in her political dimension. In the Chilean case, the course employs systematic and broad inquiry to explain 
how it was possible for a democracy to evolve into the conditions that culminated in the bloody military coup of 1973. 
In the Venezuelan case, the course describes and explains the reasons by which the democratic process consolidated 
in the 1960s progressively transformed into a broad interpellation and crisis of political parties, giving rise to a growing 
process of political personalization that would create the conditions for the ascent of Hugo Chávez and Nicolás 
Maduro to power. 
 
Course Main Goals 
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:  
 

• Acquire a critical and truly autonomous perspective on the social problems of Latin America. 

• Recognize the diverse perspectives and categories of analysis with which the phenomenon of populism and 
political personalization can be approached. 

• Develop skills to think of Latin American politics as a process of tensions concerning the democratization of 
power, the economy, and culture. 

• Incorporate elements of analysis to integrate the vision of Latin American politics as part of a long struggle 
for the recognition of rights and diversities within the framework of an integrating culture, which is essentially 
open, though not without tensions. 

• Develop a perspective that combines different media (books, films, documentaries) to address the various 
problems discussed. 

 
Methodology  
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative and interactive– within which different topics will 
be presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 
 
Forms of Assessment 

Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and 
final exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.  

 

Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 

requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in four main units, as listed below. Please note 

that references and bibliography are mandatory. 

 

Unit 1: The origins of Peronism. From the June 1943 revolution to October 17th. The ideological sources of Peronism. 

Perón's first governments, Distributionism and mass mobilization. The democratization of welfare. Eva Perón. Chile: 

The 1973 coup d'état. The countryside and the city.  

Unit 2: The hypothesis of the positional center to the programmatic center. The electoral campaign of General Carlos 

Ibáñez. Displacement and return of the right. The Popular Unity government. The death of Allende. Military Coup. 
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Unit 3: Venezuela. Pacto del Punto Fijo (Punto Fijo Pact) and organic crisis. The collapse of a form of democracy. The 

emergence and consolidation of Hugo Chávez's leadership. 

Unit 4: Diverse visions of populism. The historical stages of populism and its sources. The search for Latin American 

ideology. A reflection on South America. 
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