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Course Description

This course is an introduction to the study of migrations in Latin America, focusing on the social, historical, and
cultural fabric of Argentina. Therefore, we propose to reflect on the experience of millions of immigrants who settled
in the country from the end of the 19th Century until the beginning of the 21st Century in Argentina. To do this, the
characteristics of the different migratory waves of long and/or recent residence in the country will be addressed,
including those that are European, American, Asian, and African, as well as their impact on local society. In short, the
course will explore the processes traversed by the different currents, the welcomes and the unwelcomes (non-
welcomes), the hegemonic policies that favored or limited their immigration and/or integration as well as the ways of
conceiving "Argentinidad" (Argentine identity) and discriminating between what is “one’s own” and what is “foreign”
in different historical contexts.

Course Main Goals
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:

e Incorporate an integrating view of the social sciences to the study of migrations.

® Acquire skills regarding the sociological, historical, and cultural analysis of migratory processes toward the
American continent and within the region itself, particularly along the SOUTH-SOUTH axis.

® Identify the constitutive elements of the national identity from complex identities related to the regional
context.

®  Develop intercultural sensitivity that allows them to connect integrally with the portefios (residents of Buenos
Aires) and their conflicts with migrants and incorporate knowledge of the structural matrix of Argentine
thought.

® Reflect on current issues that shape concerns about migration policies and around violence against migrants
and refugees in the region.

Methodology

Classes will offer the appropriate setting —casual, communicative and interactive— within which different topics will
be presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester.

Forms of Assessment

Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and
final exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.

Course Content

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note
that references and bibliography are mandatory.

Unit 1: Migrations. The notions of "crucible of races" (ctisol de razas), cultural pluralism, interculturality, and
multiculturalism. From the Europes to Argentina. Mass immigration. Migratory flows and governmental policies.
Italian migrants and Italo-Argentines. Spanish migrants and refugees.

Unit 2: Minority Migrations. Jewish immigration and Jewish Argentines. Armenian immigration. Arab immigrants.
Insertion and integration. Religions.

Unit 3: Latin American Migrations. The case of Bolivia and Paraguay. Asian Migrations. The Chinese and Korean
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case. African Migrations. The Senegalese case. Debates on migrations. Diasporas. Transnational communities. Racism
and xenophobia.
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