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Course Description 
This course aims to reflect on the phenomenon of corruption in Latin America, particularly its relation to ethics and 
integrity in public service and its implications for human rights. Special focus will be placed on its connection with the 
legal system and its development in anti-corruption matters, as well as the analysis of corruption networks and 
responsibility for corrupt acts. Equal attention will be paid to the impact of corrupt practices that undermine 
sustainable development and, particularly, what leads to marginality and structural poverty in Latin America. In this 
regard, the goal is to enhance critical thinking, participation, and the practical application of knowledge about 
corruption and public ethics with the intention of integrating knowledge and methodologies from diverse disciplines 
for the purpose of evaluation. 
 
Course Main Goals 
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:  
 

• Identify the rhetorical, normative, and practical aspects of corruption. 

• Contrast various definitions of corruption, from a variety of disciplines, to achieve an operational definition 
of corruption for the purposes of the seminar. 

• Analyze the practices and attitudes that corruption assumes in Latin America. 

• Apply concepts from diverse social sciences (economics, sociology, political science, anthropology) to 
reflect on the causes and consequences of corruption. 

• Describe international initiatives that promote anti-corruption actions at the national level and international 
cooperation to prevent and combat corruption and its impact on Latin America. 

 
Methodology  
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative, and interactive– within which different topics will 
be presented, and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops, and field trips will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write, or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 
 
Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and 
final exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.  
 

Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 

requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note 

that references and bibliography is mandatory. 

 

Unit 1: Introduction to the Topic: Laws, Ethics, and Corruption. Thinking about corruption. Origin of the concept. 

Thinking about power. Debate. 

Unit 2: Corruption, Discourse, and Power. Ethics and corrupt practices. Ethics and public integrity. 

Unit 3: Legal Framework. Detection of corrupt practices and analysis within a uniform framework. Introduction to 

international organizations. 

Unit 4: Corruption Networks. Case studies. 

Unit 5: Analysis and Measurement. 

Unit 6: Case Analysis. Corruption in depth. Presentation of essays. 
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