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Course Description

The course proposes to analyze the central characteristics that allow for the understanding of the complex functioning
of Argentine politics. A brief review of some historical aspects of its functioning, as well as the analysis of the central
elements of its political institutions, understood from theoretical foundations, as well as in the Latin American regional
context, constitute its organizing principle. In this sense, the course seeks, with a comparative perspective and
knowledge of Latin American reality, that its participants can account for the analysis of Argentine politics. Likewise,
it will seek for those who participate in it to develop analytical capacity on the case.

Course Main Goals
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:

e Understand the complexity of Argentine political reality.
e  Obtain tools to analyze, with an institutionalist perspective, the Argentine political and social scenario.
¢ Analyze and deconstruct essential elements of Argentine history.

e Understand the regional institutional and political context (Latin American) in which Argentine politics
operates.

e Know the foundations of Argentine political reality.

e Elaborate scenarios that allow for the understanding of the future alternatives of Argentine politics.

Methodology

Classes will offer the appropriate setting —casual, communicative and interactive— within which different topics will
be presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester.

Forms of Assessment

Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and
final exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.

Course Content

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note
that references and bibliography is mandatory.

Unit 1: Analysis of the Institutional and Regional Context. Authortitarianism and democracy. The "emergence" of
democracy in Latin America. The Argentine case as paradigmatic. Evolution of democracy in Latin America. The
"adjectives" of democracy. Influence of electoral systems on democratic quality.

Unit 2: Argentine Political History: Tendency lines of Argentine history. The evolution of facts in Argentine history.

Unit 3: Political Competition in Argentina. Political parties in Argentina. The "politics in the streets": social protests
as phenomena in Argentina. The informal organization of political parties.

Unit 4: The Distribution of Formal Power in Argentina. Basic elements of subnational politics and the federal state.
The relations between the executive power and the legislative power. Basic elements of subnational politics (the
provinces and municipalities). The resources of the president, the resources of the legislative power, and the judicial
power. Authoritarian drift at the subnational level.
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