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Course Description 

This course analyzes how Latin American countries have responded politically, economically, and socially to 

globalization from the mid-twentieth century to the present, drawing on International Political Economy and 

Comparative Politics. It examines the interaction between global economic forces and domestic institutions, 

emphasizing that globalization is politically mediated and produces diverse national outcomes rather than uniform 

effects. The first part explores the historical trajectories that shaped the region’s integration into the global economy, 

including state-led development, authoritarian rule, debt crises, market reforms, and the post-commodity boom 

period. The second part focuses on how political institutions and key domestic actors—such as parties, elites, labor 

markets, unions, and social movements—shape distinct development paths. The final section applies these 

frameworks to contemporary issues including trade, foreign investment, exchange-rate politics, migration, 

informality, inequality, populism, and geopolitical competition. Special attention is given to themes central to the 

Latin American experience. Through engagement with current scholarship and empirical data, students develop 

comparative and case-based analytical skills to assess national responses to globalization. 

Course Main Goals.  

   Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify and explain the major historical political and economic trajectories that have shaped Latin America’s 

insertion into the global economy. 

• Analyze the political and economic consequences of these historical patterns for development, inequality, 

and democratic governance across Latin American countries. 

• Critically evaluate and apply arguments from social science scholarship in International Political Economy 

and Comparative Politics.  

 
Methodology 
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative and interactive– within which different topics will be 
presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 

Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final 
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively. 

 

Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 

requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note 

that references and bibliography are mandatory. 

 

Unit 1: Historical Foundations of Latin America’s Global Insertion 

Unit 2: Domestic Political and Economic Actors 

Unit 3: Globalization and International Political Economy 

Unit 4: Social and Political Consequences of Globalization 

Unit 5: Contemporary Challenges and Geopolitical Dynamics 
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