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Course Description 
The course proposes training the foreign students’ gaze on the city, using photography as a technical and expressive 
tool. Based on certain thematic axes that include architecture and art, history, society, politics, music, and other 
manifestations of Buenos Aires culture, the course will attempt to establish an expressive, analytical, and critical bridge 
between the stereotypes and preconceptions about Buenos Aires, both past and present, and the imagination 
awakened by the real experience of the city in each student. 
 
Course Main Goals 
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:  

• Acquire analytical and conceptual tools related to the urban culture of Buenos Aires. 

• Acquire both the technical and aesthetic tools necessary to use photography as an expressive vehicle.  

• Develop sociocultural and intercultural awareness. 

• Become familiar with the work of key authors.  

• Apply critical photography through projects.  

 
Methodology  
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative, and interactive– within which different topics will 
be presented, and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops, and field trips will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write, or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 
 
Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and 
final exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.  
 

Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 

requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in four main units, as listed below. Please note 

that references and bibliography is mandatory. 

 

Unit 1: What is a Photographic Essay? Denaturalizing the Gaze. The route and walking. Urban experience, 

estrangement. Proxemics. 

Unit 2: Urbanization, Memory, and Projects. The urbanization process of Buenos Aires. Urban Landscape. Urban 

transformations: Puerto Madero and the Former AU3 (highway project). Essay: technique, composition, and design. 

Unit 3: The City from the Margins. Urban segregation and inequalities.  

Unit 4: City, Social Life, and Politics. Public space as an arena for sociopolitical conflicts. Domestic space and dwelling: 

the "house" as object, practice, and representation. Buenos Aires and environmental care. 
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