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Title: SPORTS AND CULTURE: SOCCER IN ARGENTINA 
 
Course Code: PEL4004 
Contact Hours: 45hs (3 credits) 
Language: Spanish 
Level: High Intermediate 
Areas: Cultural Studies, Latin American History, Sports, Sociology, Social Inclusion, Politics 
 
Course Description 
This course proposes the study of a fundamental aspect of Argentine cultural life: Soccer. It will be central to recognize 
the preponderance of the collective, solidarity-based, familial, and identity-related projects that the clubs represent. 
These are spaces for the development and containment of youth who will later become great talents. Who is Diego 
Maradona? Who is Lionel Messi? What values do they represent for Argentinians? We analyze the proposals and 
support of Pope Francis (a fan of Club San Lorenzo) for inclusion policies through sport (the “Scholas Ocurrentes” 
Project) and his support for clubs as host institutions for children. We study the Argentine social reality and will 
recognize the importance of the clubs. Furthermore, trips through neighborhoods with strong identity links to their 
clubs will be proposed to revalorize the social achievement they have built and the struggles to maintain them. From 
such perspective, we will analyze idol worship and major events (the World Cup) to categorize it as an opportunity 
for collective gathering and celebration. Knowledge about Argentine history during the democratic interruption from 
1976 to 1983 will be expanded to analyze the 1978 World event (World Cup) in a context of repression and violence. 
 
 
Course Main Goals 
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:  

• Connect with the context and social history of Argentina through the experience of soccer. 

• Integrate knowledge about the organizational structure of the clubs as collective projects. 

• Exploit their prior knowledge and vocations to generate an interdisciplinary perspective on Argentine soccer 
culture. 

• Learn about the aspects that connect family life with clubs, passion as an identity bond. 

• Visit the neighborhoods and clubs that defend their identity as collective spaces for development. 

• Understand idolatries as symbols in which Argentine society is reflected. 

 
Methodology  
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative, and interactive– within which different topics will 
be presented, and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops, and field trips will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write, or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 
 
Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final 
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.  
 

Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 

requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note 

that references and bibliography is mandatory. 

 

Unit 1: Identity and Soccer: The Neighborhoods and Their Clubs. The Club as a Collective Project. 

Unit 2: Idolatries. Maradona and His Popularity. Idolatries. Maradona. Death and Myth. Messi, the New King. The 
World Cup and a Popular Joy. 

Unit 3: Soccer, Politics, and Violence. Soccer, Politics, and Violence. “Barras Bravas” (Hooligan Groups). Politics and 
Clubs. 

Unit 4: Soccer Cash! Marketing. General Concepts. Sponsorship. Identities and Values. The Argentine People During 
the World Cup, an Opportunity for Encounter. 



 

PEL/Latin American Studies Program  

 

Bibliography 

 

Alabarces, P., Garriga Zucal, J., & Moreira, M. V. (2008). El “aguante” y las hinchadas argentinas: Una relación 
violenta. Horizontes Antropológicos, 14(30), 1–20. 

Bromberger, C. (1994). La pasión futbolística y la Copa del Mundo: ¿Por qué tanto ruido y tanta furia? En J. Sudgen 
& A. Tomlinson (Eds.), Hosts and champions. Arena. 

Casciari, H. (2023). La valija de Lionel. Revista Orsai. 

Di Giano, R. (2001). Los usos del fútbol en dictadura. EFDeportes. 

Fink, N. (2023). Semilleros: La historia de los campeones del mundo, en sus clubes de barrio. Ediciones Meta. 

Frydenberg, J. D. (2002). Los clubes deportivos con fútbol profesional argentinos y el tipo o formato social bajo el 
cual se organizan: Asociaciones civiles o sociedades anónimas. EFDeportes. 
http://www.efdeportes.com/efd51/clubes.htm 

Galeano, E. (1995). El fútbol a sol y sombra. Catálogos. 

Mouffe, C. (1988, julio 15). Fútbol y política [Entrevista]. Revista Trespuntos. 

Rein, R., Gruschetsky, M., & Daskal, R. (2018). Clubes de fútbol en tiempos de dictadura. UNSAM Edita. 

Sztulwark, D. (2021). Un ángel plebeyo. En Maradona, un mito plebeyo. NED Ediciones. 

 

 

http://www.efdeportes.com/efd51/clubes.htm

