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Course Description

This seminar is an introduction to the study of Argentina through a historical journey through various cultural and
social expressions, particularly those present in the city of Buenos Aires. What are Argentinians and porfesios (residents
of Buenos Aires) like? What lines of thought form the basis for the current configurations of urban and rural
subjectivities? Which perception of Argentina is experienced from Buenos Aires? Different ideas intersect in the
construction of the Argentinian identity. Integrating an intercultural perspective and a dialogical approach, throughout
this course, various aspects present in literature, music, visual arts, and various cultural objects of the city are to be
collectively examined. Journeys or visits to urban spaces complement the experience of popular culture and its
contribution to the construction of an "Argentinian identity" (argentinidad).

Course Main Goals.

This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:
e Incorporate knowledge of the structural matrix of Argentinian thought.
e Reflect on current issues that shape Argentinian society today.
e Develop intercultural sensitivity that allows them to connect integrally with the city and its people.

e  Use different perspectives to discover a culture different from their own, putting their own experience in
dialogue with those of the other students.

e Elaborate their own analysis, with critical thinking, about current Argentinian society and culture, based on
the country's historical development

Methodology

Classes will offer the appropriate setting —casual, communicative, and interactive— within which different topics will
be presented, and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trips will be among the
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write, or reflect on certain materials during the semester.

Forms of Assessment

Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and
materials. Different tasks will be cartied out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.

Course Content

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in four main units, as listed below. Please note
that references and bibliography are mandatory.

Unit 1 — Modern Spaces. The field and the city.
Unit 2 — Modern Space. Immigration and Tradition.

Unit 3 — Political Memory. Populism — Perén. Political Memory. Dictatorship, Memory, and Human Rights. Mothers of Plaza de
Mayo.

Unit 4 — Current Affairs and Society. Crisis, Social Movements, and Political Representation. Soccer, Politics, and Culture
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