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Course Description

The course seeks to strengthen the academic, personal, and professional development of university students by
fostering reflection on social problems and their link with Social Commitment, faith, and reason. This training is
articulated through Service-Learning (A+S) proposals that aim to give greater social significance to the learning
provided by academic training. The A+S proposals are not isolated volunteer practices; instead, they seek to relate
what has been learned during professional training with a service activity where the student can apply their knowledge
and view their profession as a possibility of service to others. This methodology generates a coexistence, on the same
level, of academic objectives and social intervention objectives, emphasizing the participation and commitment of
university students to a particular community and promoting the exercise of ethical responsibility. Ultimately, the A+S
methodology is a pedagogy that aims, through the training and participation of students, to provide responses to the
real and felt needs of a specific community.

Course Main Goals
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:
e Reflect on some contemporary social issues and address them through the student’s involvement in social
projects that generate an impact on the local community.
e Strengthen students’ professional and personal development through their participation in social projects
and activities.
e Promote the development of human skills (problem-solving, civic responsibility, teamwork, critical
thinking, and the culture of encounter).
o Foster attitudes and values.

Methodology

Classes will offer the appropriate setting —casual, communicative, and interactive— within which different topics will
be presented, and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops, and field trips will be among the
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write, or reflect on certain materials during the semester.

Forms of Assessment

Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and
final exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.

Course Content

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in four main units, as listed below. Please note
that references and bibliography is mandatory.

Unit 1: Argentine Social Reality. Introduction to the Argentine social context. Current issues and their impact on the
community. The role of university students in relation to social reality.

Unit 2: Service-Learning (A+S). Foundations of Service-Learning. The connection between academic learning and
social commitment. The University as an agent of social transformation.

Unit 3: Collaboration with Social Organizations. Diagnosis of community needs. Collaborative work with institutions
and local stakeholders. Planning of social intervention projects.

Unit 4: Project Design and Implementation. Design and formulation of social projects. Execution, monitoring, and
evaluation of actions. Final reflection and systematization of the experience.
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