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Course Description

This education abroad course serves as an introduction to the study of Latin America and its representations and
expressions. The course begins by challenging the way Latin America has been mapped since colonial times; it will
ask how Latin America can be viewed as both an idea and a socio-cultural construct. The course continues with an
analysis of the development of cultural stereotypes, which the class will subsequently work to deconstruct in order to
understand how “identity” is an open-ended, unstable process based on cultural discourses and practices. As different
agendas impact upon the making and unmaking of identities in different contexts, we will examine some of the most
thought-provoking ones as they are represented in the current cultural production of cinema, literature, music, and
visual arts of the region. Through the critical reading of contemporary films and literary texts, we will analyze how
racial, gender, and political identities are challenged by a globalized Latin America, its urban spaces, and its revolutions.

Course Main Goals
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:

e Identify, think critically, and discuss social aspects of major political, historical, economic, and cultural issues in
contemporary Latin America and their relationship to identities and stereotypes within the region and Argentina.

e Identify, think critically, and discuss relationships between power, language, and identity across cultures.

e Expand their awareness of Latin American cultures in order to enrich their approach to Hispanic culture and
values in American society.

e Analyze major issues in international and intercultural relations, in particular how categories of difference are
organized within and across cultures.

Methodology

Classes will offer the appropriate setting —casual, communicative and interactive— within which different topics will
be presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester.

Forms of Assessment

Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.

Course Content

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note
that references and bibliography is mandatory.

Unit 1. Mapping Latin America: Diversity and Identities
Unit 2. Mapping Latin American: Bodies, Gender & Class
Unit 3. Center & Periphery

Unit 4. Human Rights

Unit 5. Collective Action

Bibliography
Cortazar, J. (1951). House taken over. In Bestiario. Editorial Sudamericana.

PEL/Latin American Studies Program



Pontificia Universidad Catélica Argentina

Direccion de Relaciones Internacionales y Cooperacion Académica

Cravino, M. C. (2011, August). Structural transformation of slums in Buenos Aires. Paper presented at RC21 Conference,
Amsterdam.

Dean Moore, S. (Writer), & Moore, S. D. (Director). (2002, March 31). Blame it on Lisa (Season 13, Episode 15) [TV
series episode]. In M. Groening (Executive Producer), The Simpsons. Fox Broadcasting Company.

Echeverria, E. (1975). The slaunghterhouse [El matadero]. Editorial Universitaria de Buenos Aires. (Original work
published ca. 1838).

Freyre, G. (1963). O escravo nos aniincios de jornais brasileiros do século XIX (pp. 166—170). Editora Nacional.
Funari, V., & de la Torre, S. (Directors). (2006). Maguilapolis: City of factories |Documentary film|. California Newsreel.
Galeano, E. (1971). Open veins of Latin America. Monthly Review Press.

Garcla Marquez, G. (1982, December 8). The solitude of Latin America [Nobel Lecture]. Nobel Prize.
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature /1982 /marquez/lecture

Gilbert, A. (1994). The Latin American city. Latin American Research Review, 29(1), 7-36.

Jelin, E. (2003). Public memorialization in perspective: Truth, justice and memory of past repression in the Southern
Cone of South America. International Journal of Transitional Justice, 1(1), 138—156.

Larrain, J. (1994). The three component parts of identity. In Identity and modernity in Latin America (pp. 13-35). Polity Press.
Ortiz, F. (1940). Contrapunteo cubano del tabaco y el azricar [Cuban counterpoint: Tobacco and sugat]. J. Montero.
Partnoy, A. (1986). The little school: Tales of disappearance and survival. Cleis Press.

Portes, A., & Hoffman, K. (2003). Latin American class structures: Their composition and change during the
neoliberal era. Latin American Research Review, 38(1), 41-82.

Ramirez Berg, C. (2002). Categorizing the other: Stereotypes and stereotyping. In Latino images in film: Stereotypes,
subversion, resistance (pp. 13—45). University of Texas Press.

Rosenberg, M. (2007). Portrait of a maquiladora worker. Contexts, 6(2), 12-17.

Shepard, R. (Director), & Horta, S. (Writer). (2006, September 28). Piloz [TV series episode]. In S. Horta (Creator),
Ugly Betty. ABC Studios.

Stevens, E. (1973). Machismo and marianismo. Soczety, 10(6), 57—63.
Valenzuela, L. (1979). Vision out of the corner of one eye. In The censors and other stories. Editorial Bruguera.

Vanden, H. E. (2003). Social movements, hegemony, and new forms of resistance in the Americas. Latin American
Perspectives, 30(2), 17-38.

Nunca Mas. (1984). Nunca mas: Informe de la Comision Nacional sobre la Desaparicion de Personas [Never again: Report of
the National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons|. EUDEBA.

PEL/Latin American Studies Program


https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1982/marquez/lecture/

