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Course Description 
This education abroad course serves as an introduction to the study of Latin America and its representations and 
expressions.  The course begins by challenging the way Latin America has been mapped since colonial times; it will 
ask how Latin America can be viewed as both an idea and a socio-cultural construct.  The course continues with an 
analysis of the development of cultural stereotypes, which the class will subsequently work to deconstruct in order to 
understand how “identity” is an open-ended, unstable process based on cultural discourses and practices. As different 
agendas impact upon the making and unmaking of identities in different contexts, we will examine some of the most 
thought-provoking ones as they are represented in the current cultural production of cinema, literature, music, and 
visual arts of the region. Through the critical reading of contemporary films and literary texts, we will analyze how 
racial, gender, and political identities are challenged by a globalized Latin America, its urban spaces, and its revolutions.  
 
Course Main Goals 
This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and:  

• Identify, think critically, and discuss social aspects of major political, historical, economic, and cultural issues in 
contemporary Latin America and their relationship to identities and stereotypes within the region and Argentina. 

• Identify, think critically, and discuss relationships between power, language, and identity across cultures. 

• Expand their awareness of Latin American cultures in order to enrich their approach to Hispanic culture and 
values in American society. 

• Analyze major issues in international and intercultural relations, in particular how categories of difference are 
organized within and across cultures. 

 
Methodology  
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative and interactive– within which different topics will 
be presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 
 
Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final 
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively.  
 

Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 

requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in five main units, as listed below. Please note 

that references and bibliography is mandatory. 

 

Unit 1. Mapping Latin America: Diversity and Identities 

Unit 2. Mapping Latin American: Bodies, Gender & Class 

Unit 3. Center & Periphery 

Unit 4. Human Rights 

Unit 5. Collective Action     
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