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Title: LITERATURES AND CULTURES FROM LATIN AMERICA 
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Contact Hours: 45hs (3 credits) 
Language: Spanish           
Level: High Intermediate 
Areas: Communication, Literature, Sociology, Cultural Studies 

Course Description 
This course offers an overview of the Latin American literary and cultural production from the late 19th century to the 
present day. It explores a variety of texts, analyzing both their sociopolitical context and the cultural impact they have had 
and continue to have in shaping an American aesthetic. This interdisciplinary course will discuss various issues such as racial, 
ethnic, gender, cultural, ethnographic, and media concerns, among others. The goal is to develop critical thinking about 
these topics and relate them to each student's own cultural universe. The course begins with the reading of Modernist 
authors at the turn of the nineteenth to the twentieth century, concluding with texts that reflect the challenges of the new 
millennium. Throughout this broad period, poems, essays, and various narratives (short story, chronicle, testimony) will be 
studied in order to trace a Latin American aesthetic that combines the magic of the fantastic, the lyricism of the chronicle, 
and the rawness of testimony. Finally, various cultural artifacts will be incorporated (cinema, art, music) to build and 
deconstruct the blurred boundaries of a Latin American aesthetic that still debates whether Borges defines its outskirts. 

Course Main Goals. This seminar aims to give students the opportunity to explore their host country and: 

• Integrate interdisciplinary material (literature, film, music, academic texts) that promote cultural exchange and 
interculturality, linking local and global realities. 

• Identify key concepts, theories, and frameworks on Latin American literature and culture and connect them to other 
areas of knowledge in a broad and contextualized way. 

• Write argumentative, reflective, and critical texts based on the analysis of complex sources and the integration of 
different perspectives and concepts. 

• Develop teamwork and participatory skills that promote empathy and commitment to diversity and inclusion. 

 
Methodology 
Classes will offer the appropriate setting –casual, communicative and interactive– within which different topics will be 
presented and discussion will be stimulated. Class, discussion, workshops and field trip will be among the 
methodologies applied. Students will be required to read, write or reflect on certain materials during the semester. 

Forms of Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the daily class performance of the student and his/her previous work on readings and 
materials. Different tasks will be carried out: reaction papers, group/individual projects, quizzes. A midterm and final 
exam will be given on week 9 and 16 respectively. 

 
Course Content 

All courses initiate with a general course description and introduction to the topic, as they have no previous 
requirements. Throughout the semester, the topic will be worked out in four main units, as listed below. Please note that 
references and bibliography are mandatory. 

 
Unit 1: Searching for a Representation of the Latin American Identity. 

Unit 2: Poetic Tensions: Reality, Silences and Politics. Between Modernism and the Avant-Garde 

Unit 3: Tensions of the Real: Poetry, Narrative, and Essays. The Problem of the Land. The Problem of Race. 

Unit 4: Representation: The Game Between the Real and the Fantastic. Narrating the Origins.  
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