
 
 

 

Title: Conversations in Spanish. Language in Practice 
 
Code Course: PEL 5006 
Hours: 48hs (3 credits) 
Language: Spanish 
Level: Spanish A2 
 
Course Description 
This course is primarily focused on the fundamental function of language: communication. In particular, it centers on 
fostering communication in Spanish with the purpose of creating an intelligent and meaningful forum for debate that 
is open and receptive to ideas and opinions regarding different social, cultural, political, and ideological aspects of 
Spanish and Argentine culture. 
The course combines a variety of formats such as short films, feature films, comic strips, short stories, newspapers, 
and others. This combination not only helps accommodate different types and learning styles among students in the 
classroom, but also encourages interest in engaging with different types of contemporary texts. 
 
Course Main Goals 
The course aims towards students to 

• Incorporate a critical perspective on various aspects of Spanish and Argentine culture 

• Acquire advanced skills in oral production and its corresponding written form 

• Develop critical oral presentations that foster spaces for debate 

• Reinforce the grammatical and lexical structures necessary for communication 

• Incorporate knowledge of the structural framework of Argentine thought 

• Reflect on current issues that shape local and Latin American culture 
 
Methodology 
Class meets twice a week for 90 minutes each. During class-time you will be using Spanish to solve various activities 
that require the utterance of different skills (such as reading, listening, interacting and writing). Those activities introduce 
and illustrate the vocabulary and grammar structures that you, at the end of the lesson, will use to resolve a general task. 
After that, you will be asked to demonstrate your proficiency on those contents by completing contextualized activities 
or assignments such as: field studies, class discussions, role playing. Some onsite study will be integrated into class-time 
while others will be assigned as out-of-class independent learning. The main objective of this course is “using Spanish 
to learn Spanish”. 
 
Form of Assessment:  
Various elements will be considered when determining your final grade. The instructor will explain in detail the content, 
criteria and specific requirements for all assessment categories, such as: Assignments, Exams, Quizzes, Projects, 
Homework, and Class Participation. A passing grade in all these categories is required to pass the course. 
 
Required Bibliography 
The following text is required for this course. Materials will be available on the course’s virtual platform. Any additional 
materials will be available on EVA. Check the calendar for assigned texts. 
Blanco, José, et al. Conversación sin barreras. 5th ed. Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2018. 
 

 



 
 

 

Course Content 
 
Unit 1: ¿Realidad o fantasía? 
This unit explores the relationship between imagination and reality in Argentine and Latin American cultural production. 
Through short film and essay, students examine how fantasy functions as social critique and personal expression. 
Grammar Focus: Review of ser vs. estar 
Students develop skills in film analysis, interpretation, and oral discussion. 
 
Unit 2: Una cuestión de personalidad 
This unit analyzes identity, happiness, and interpersonal relationships through film, poetry, and journalistic texts. 
Students reflect on how personality is shaped by cultural and social expectations. 
Grammar Focus: Preterite vs. Imperfect 
Students strengthen narrative skills and participate in structured discussions (tertulias). 
 
Unit 3: Prohibido pensar 
Focusing on media, technology, and freedom of thought, this unit examines how digital culture influences identity and 
critical thinking. Students engage with short film, opinion texts, and short fiction. 
Grammar Focus: Direct and indirect object pronouns 
Emphasis is placed on argumentation and debate. 
 
Unit 4: Poder, quiero más poder 
This unit investigates political, social, and generational dimensions of power through audiovisual and opinion texts. 
Students analyze authority, resistance, and ethical responsibility. 
Grammar Focus: Subjunctive (Part I) 
Students develop persuasive and analytical speaking skills. 
 
Unit 5: Por amor al arte 
Through short film and literary texts, this unit explores art, love, and emotional expression. Students consider how 
artistic production reflects cultural and personal identity. 
Grammar Focus: Subjunctive (Part II) 
Students refine expression of emotion, evaluation, and subjectivity. 
 
Unit 6: Modos de vivir 
The final unit examines family, social change, and everyday life in contemporary Argentina. Students analyze evolving 
identities and cultural norms. 
Grammar Focus: Conditional sentences with si clauses 
This unit integrates cultural analysis with advanced communicative practice. 
 


