
 
 

 

Title: Discourse Analysis in Spanish. Language in Practice 
 
Code Course: PEL 5007 
Hours: 48hs (3 credits) 
Language: Spanish 
Level: Spanish B1 
 
Course Description 
This course focuses primarily on the discursive function of language. In other words, speakers construct discourses 
that have a linguistic dimension (in the use of nouns, adjectives, and verbs), a pragmatic dimension (from the 
perspective of enunciation), and a social dimension, since discourses are socio-political and historical practices that 
circulate across different contexts and time periods. 
The course aims to provide analytical tools to understand communication in Spanish in order to foster an intelligent 
and meaningful forum for debate—open and receptive to ideas and opinions regarding social, cultural, political, and 
ideological aspects of Spanish and Argentine culture. 
The course includes various textual typologies, audiovisual productions (films and short films), and materials from 
mass media and social networks. This combination not only accommodates different learning styles, but also 
encourages engagement with contemporary texts. 
 
Course Main Goals 
The course aims towards students to 

• Develop a critical perspective on various aspects of Spanish and Argentine culture 

• Recognize categories of textual typologies and discursive sequences 

• Acquire advanced skills in discourse analysis and written text production 

• Reinforce basic grammatical knowledge (nouns, adjectives, verbs) necessary for communication 

• Incorporate analytical tools for constructing coherent and cohesive texts 

• Reflect on contemporary issues shaping local and Latin American culture 
 
Methodology 
Class meets twice a week for 90 minutes each. During class-time you will be using Spanish to solve various activities 
that require the utterance of different skills (such as reading, listening, interacting and writing). Those activities introduce 
and illustrate the vocabulary and grammar structures that you, at the end of the lesson, will use to resolve a general task. 
After that, you will be asked to demonstrate your proficiency on those contents by completing contextualized activities 
or assignments such as: field studies, class discussions, role playing. Some onsite study will be integrated into class-time 
while others will be assigned as out-of-class independent learning. The main objective of this course is “using Spanish 
to learn Spanish”. 
 
Form of Assessment:  
Various elements will be considered when determining your final grade. The instructor will explain in detail the content, 
criteria and specific requirements for all assessment categories, such as: Assignments, Exams, Quizzes, Projects, 
Homework, and Class Participation. A passing grade in all these categories is required to pass the course. 
 
Required Bibliography 
The following text is required for this course. Materials will be available on the course’s virtual platform. Any additional 
materials will be available on EVA. Check the calendar for assigned texts. 
 

 



 
 

 

Course Content 
 
Unit 1: Communication and Enunciation 
This unit establishes the theoretical foundations of discourse analysis by examining language as a system (langue/parole, 
Saussure) and as communicative action (Jakobson’s model of communication). Students analyze the communication 
circuit, the functions of language, and the concept of enunciation (Kerbrat-Orecchioni), focusing on how meaning 
emerges from the interaction between speaker, context, and audience. 
The unit explores discursive genres, communicative intention, and linguistic variation, with particular attention to 
Rioplatense Spanish. Through audiovisual analysis of Nueve Reinas (Fabián Bielinsky, 2000), students examine how 
discourse constructs identity, power relations, and pragmatic effects. 
Grammatical focus (nouns and adjectives) is framed not merely as form, but as mechanisms of reference, categorization, 
and evaluation in discourse. 
 
Unit 2: Narrative Discourse 
This unit examines narration as a discursive sequence, focusing on how temporality, perspective, and subjectivity are 
linguistically constructed. Students analyze narrative structure, including plot organization, narrator vs. author 
distinction, framing, characterization, and narrative sequencing. 
Special attention is given to verbal aspect, tense correlation, and irregularities as tools for constructing temporality and 
viewpoint. Narrative discourse is studied as a site of ideological representation, where events are organized to produce 
meaning and social positioning. 
Through analysis of Los Simuladores (Damián Szifrón, 2001), students explore how narrative discourse constructs humor, 
social critique, and intertextual references in Argentine media. 
 
Unit 3: Textuality — Coherence and Cohesion 
This unit focuses on textuality as a defining property of discourse. Students examine the principles 
of coherence(macrostructure, thematic progression, information structure) and cohesion (ellipsis, lexical substitution, 
pronominal reference, connectors). 
The unit introduces the concepts of register, sociolect, adequacy, and textual appropriateness, analyzing how discourse 
adapts to context and audience. Through multimodal analysis of El hijo de la novia (Juan José Campanella, 2001), students 
evaluate how cohesion and coherence operate across visual and verbal channels. 
Grammatical elements are examined as cohesive devices that contribute to textual unity and interpretability. 
 
Unit 4: Argumentation and Persuasive Discourse 
The final unit analyzes argumentative discourse as a central discursive mode in academic, political, and media contexts. 
Students examine argumentative structure, rhetorical strategies, persuasive resources, and the construction of ethos, 
pathos, and logos. 
The unit also incorporates non-verbal communication as part of multimodal argumentation. Through analysis 
of Argentina, 1985 (Santiago Mitre, 2022), students examine how legal and political discourse constructs authority, 
legitimacy, and collective memory. 
Argumentation is studied as a socio-discursive practice embedded in historical and ideological frameworks. 
 


