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Course Description

This intermediate course works to improve the four basic skills: reading, speaking, writing and understanding through
direct exposure to Spanish language and Argentine culture. After reviewing basic grammar and vocabulary, you will be
exposed to new and more complex grammar and communicative structures so that you will have more opportunities
for interacting accurately and expressively with the host community.

The course combines several integrated approaches intended to develop your skills. Most in-class time, driven by the
structure of the textbook and accompanying materials provided by your professor, is devoted to speaking and practicing
Spanish through a combination of group-based and individual activities, focusing on grammatical structures, language
functions and vocabulary. Lessons also focus on a wide range of contemporary cultural themes through the use of
varied materials such as newspaper articles, advertising material and short film clips. Onsite activities will require
involvement with the local community, which will give you a unique chance to rapidly implement your linguistic
development in real-life.

Course Main Goals
The course aims towards students to
e to consolidate and build on your grasp of the main grammar and lexical structures of the language
e  to expand your basic vocabulary to a wider variety of registers and develop your use of idiomatic expressions
e to improve listening comprehension through the exclusive use of Spanish in class and through a variety of
communicative activities inside and outside the classroom
e to enhance oral proficiency by engaging in communicative situations with a certain level of complexity to be
able to express ideas, opinions, commands, advice, hypothesis, and future plans
e  to progress in reading comprehension through periodical reading assignments and related activities
e to improve writing proficiency through a variety of written assignments, such as narrating a plot, relating
personal experiences, describing the surroundings, expressing own or someone else’s opinion, or writing
about events in the past

e to increase awareness of cultural, social and historical issues in the host country

Methodology

Class meets twice a week for 90 minutes each. During class-time you will be using Spanish to solve various activities
that require the utterance of different skills (such as reading, listening, interacting and writing). Those activities introduce
and illustrate the vocabulary and grammar structures that you, at the end of the lesson, will use to resolve a general task.
After that, you will be asked to demonstrate your proficiency on those contents by completing contextualized activities
or assignments such as: field studies, class discussions, role playing. Some onsite study will be integrated into class-time
while others will be assigned as out-of-class independent learning. The main objective of this course is “using Spanish
to learn Spanish”.

Form of Assessment:

Various elements will be considered when determining your final grade. The instructor will explain in detail the content,
criteria and specific requirements for all assessment categories, such as: Assignments, Exams, Quizzes, Projects,
Homework, and Class Participation. A passing grade in all these categories is required to pass the course.
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Course Content

Unidad 1. Volver a empezar

Contenidos comunicativos: hablar de rutinas en el presente, narrar historias en presentel expresar planes e
intenciones, hablar de gustos y preferencias, expresar acuerdo y desacuerdo/ desctribir cualidades y estados
de personas y cosas, evitar repeticiones.

Contenidos lingtiisticos: revisién de Presente de Indicativo y verbos pronominales] revisién de gustar,
encantar, molestar, parecer+ adjetivo, revision de Futuro Perifrastico (ir a+ infinitivo), revision de usos de
ser y estar, pronombres de objeto directo e indirecto.

Contenidos culturales: habitos portefios, tribus urbanas en Argentina, festividades argentinas, cine
argentino e internacional.

Unidad 2. Las reglas del juego

Contenidos comunicativos: expresar reglas] dar instrucciones y hacer recomendaciones.

Contenidos lingtiisticos: Imperativo formal e informal, posicién de pronombres objetivos y reflexivos con
verbos en Imperativo.

Contenidos culturales: publicidades y sus estrategias, comportamientos en una cita, programas de radio,
carteles en la ciudadl el sistema de transporte.

Unidad 3. Ayer fue hoy ayer

Contenidos comunicativos: hablar de acciones terminadas en el pasado, localizar eventos en el pasadol
expresar reacciones y comentarios, hacer descripciones en el pasado, hablar de acciones habituales en el
pasado, hacer comparaciones.

Contenidos lingtisticos: tevision de Pretérito Perfecto Simple y Pretérito Impetfecto, uso de hacer temporal,
usos de ya y todavia, estructuras comparativas, usos de preposiciones: o, con, contra, de, desde, en, entre,
hacia, hasta, segun, sin y sobre.

Contenidos culturales: textos periodisticos argentinos, reacciones ante diferentes tipos de novedades y
relatos, inventos argentinos, personajes famosos de Argentina y Latinoamérica.

Unidad 4. Algo para recordar

Contenidos comunicativos: narrar y describir en el pasado, expresar relaciones logicas y temporales
Contenidos lingtiisticos: contraste entre Pretérito Perfecto Simple y Pretérito Impetfecto, Pretérito
Pluscuamperfecto, conectores logicos y temporales, usos de preposiciones: para y pot, revision de adjetivos
y pronombres, indefinidos.

Contenidos culturales: "El otro Yo", de Mario Benedetti, mistetios de Buenos Aires, noticias, excusas tipicas
frente a inconvenientes, la informalidad.

Unidad 5. Nada es imposible.

Contenidos comunicativos: hablar del futuro, expresar condiciones reales, hacer pedidos amables, hablar de
situaciones imaginarias.

Contenidos lingtiisticos: Futuro Simple, frase de condicién real, Condicional Simple, Presente de Indicativo y
Condicional para hacer pedidos.

Contenidos culturales: horéscopos, noticias, servicios originales, grados de cortesia en una gran ciudad.
Unidad 6. Que les vaya bien

Contenidos comunicativos: expresar deseos y emociones, hacer pedidos, dar érdenes y consejos, expresar
opiniones.

Contenidos lingtisticos: Presente de Subjuntivo, deseos elipticos (que+ Subjuntivo).

Contenidos culturales: publicidades, turismo en Argentina.

En cada unidad, los contenidos culturales especificos seran complementados con canciones, una pelicula
y/o libro a definir e investigaciones y/o una visita cultural.



