
 

SPAN 356UNCJ 
ADVANCED CONVERSATION  

Course load: 45 hours 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
The objective of this course is the development of oral skills, primarily related to 
production, in students learning Spanish as a foreign language in our community. The 
proposed activities offer the possibility of interacting in situations close to reality in the 
classroom and in situations outside the classroom in which students have to use Spanish 
in a meaningful way. The course allows students to approach and reflect on the target 
culture (and their own culture) and produce a variety of text types (recipes, interviews, 
debates, presentations, arguments, surveys, narratives) that students will need in their 
daily lives or that will contribute to their adequate performance in different 
communication situations. It is important to note that, although the activities during class 
focus on oral production, there will be listening and reading comprehension activities that 
will allow students to increase their repertoire of expressive possibilities at different levels 
of the language. Furthermore, there is also grammatical reflection. In fact, this syllabus 
presents a series of grammatical contents that are contingent upon the communicative 
needs of the students.  

OBJECTIVES  

●​ Develop skills of oral production that make it possible to interact socially 
●​ To know the Argentinian variety of linguistics and the social norms that govern 

their linguistic use 
●​ Put them in contact with Argentinian culture and specifically with the culture of 

Córdoba.  
●​ Value their own culture  and the culture of Hispanic countries. 
●​ Development of learning strategies that promote autonomy in the students 
●​ Handle the most common grammatical structures in the Spanish language 

METHODS 
This proposal is guided by a communicative method and task-based approach. In 
general, we will begin by reading or listening to texts (films, excerpts from radio or 
television programs, literary texts, songs, etc.). Comprehension of the texts will be tested 
using different strategies. Then, the production of different types of oral texts (dialogues, 
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debates, instructional texts, role-plays, interviews, surveys, oral presentations, games, 
etc.) will be requested, with an increasing degree of complexity.  

COURSE CONTENT 
-​ Unit 1: SPANISH LANGUAGE IN LATIN AMERICA 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

Characteristics of Spanish in America. Features of Argentinian Spanish. Some distinct 
features of Spanish in Córdoba. Italianisms, Anglicisms, indigenous words incorporated 
into the Rioplantense Spanish. Neologismos. Discussions about linguistic developments: 
are they enriching or harmful? 

Communicative Content 

Engage in dialogue based on different communicative situations, using vocabulary and 
expressions specific to Argentinian Spanish. Interview natives with the goal of learning 
terms from Córdoban Spanish. Present one’s point of view on linguistic change.   

Linguistic Content 

Review of linguistic structures needed for various communicative interactions, with 
different intentions (greet, order, invite, comment, tell). Expressions for sharing opinions: 
creo que, me parece que, pienso que, para mí, yo opino que; negative correlations with 
the present subjunctive: no creo que, no me parece que, no pienso que, etc. Connectors 
to organize an argument: en primer lugar, primeramente, por otra parte, en segundo 
término, en conclusión, para finalizar, etc. Cause connectors: a causa de que, dado que, 
ya que. Conclusive connectors: por lo tanto, por ende, por esa razón. 

-​ Unit 2: UNIVERSITY LIFE 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

University life. Traditions. The daily life of the students. The rituals of graduation. The 
University Reform of 1918. The university dynamic of other places in the world.  

Communicative Content 

Describe some current and past student traditions. Talk about common activities in the 
life of a university student. Talk with native students to know their customs. Compare the 
student life in distinct countries. Tell historical facts.  
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Linguistic Content 

Use of the present to refer to habitual actions. Frequently used reflexive verbs: levantarse, 
acostarse, bañarse, etc. The use of imperfect indicative tense. The use of present 
historical. Specific verb to refer to historical events: producirse, ser (en sentido de 
acontecer), haber, etc.. Temporal connectors. 

-​ Unit 3: HOW ARE WE THE ARGENTINIANS, CULTURAL STEREOTYPES 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

How we see ourselves and how others see us as Argentinians. Non-verbal communication 
Argentina according to foreigners: physical distance and physical contact in different 
social situations. Discussions about cultural stereotypes in different communities. Ethnic 
humor. Cultural identities.   

Communicative Content 

How to characterize distinct cultural groups. Giving opinions on the possibility of these 
characteristics. Making recommendations about nonverbal behavior in Argentina. 
Interpreting jokes and explaining the stereotypes they create.  

Linguistic Content 

Adjectives to describe character. Use of the verb ser. Contrast with the verb estar. Use of 
the present subjunctive to give recommendations: es aconsejable que, es recomendable 
que, te/le aconsejo que, etc.. Imperfect subjunctive in subordinate clauses with 
conditional verbs: sería aconsejable que, te recomendaría 

-​ Unit 4: Argentinian Theatre 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

Argentinian theatre. Stages, genres and authors.  

Communicative Content 

Discuss the conflicts raised in different plays. Dramatize a play. Write a critique of a 
dramatic text. Establish relationships that are causal, consequential and objective.  

Linguistic Content 

Metalinguistic reflection on different linguistic structures present in the plays read. 
Causal, consecutive, and conclusive connectors.  
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-​ Unit 5: Oral Traditional Literature: Nicknames, Proverbs, Idioms 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

Oral traditional literature: characteristics. Classification of so-called linguistic folklore. 
Characterization of nicknames, proverbs and idioms.  

Communicative Content 

Interacting in dialogues based on different communicative situations using nicknames, 
proverbs and idioms. Reflecting on their appropriateness in different communicative 
situations.  

Linguistic Content 

Repertoire of proverbs, nicknames and idioms. How to incorporate them into different 
sentences.  

-​ Unit 6: Work in Argentina 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

Work in Argentina. Rates of unemployment: causes and consequences. The exploitation 
of illegal immigrants.  

Communicative Content 

Express one’s feelings and worries in relation to the labor problem in Argentina. Express 
conditions with different levels of probability. Present arguments to defend different 
points of view in role plays. Describe facts and ideal situations.  

Linguistic Content 

Verbs of feeling or worry with present subjunctive: me preocupa que, me molesta que, 
me duele que, me da pena que, etc. Conditional sentences with indicative and with 
subjunctive. Use of present subjunctive and the imperfect subjunctive in compound 
sentences beginning with: me gustaría que, me encantaría que. 

-​ Unit 7: Sports in Argentina  

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

Soccer as a social phenomenon. Violence in soccer. Soccer chants. “El pato”. How to play. 
History of the sport. Sports in other parts of the world.  
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Communicative Content 

Argue. Explain causes and consequences. Describe how to play a certain sport. Create 
and carry out a survey to investigate the relationship between Argentinians and a sport. 
Establish comparisons.  

Linguistic Content 

Expressions to share an opinion: pienso que, opino que, para mí, creo que. Casual 
connectors (por, porque) and conclusive connectors (por eso, como). The use of the 
impersonal “se” to give indications. Verbs that change their significance according to the 
us of “se” or not: acordar/acordarse, quedar/ quedarse, ir/ irse, etc. Comparative 
structures.  

-​ Unit 8: Native American Towns: History and the Current Reality  

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

Pre-Columbian civilizations. The native substratum in current Hispanic American culture: 
language, religion, architecture, food, clothing, etc. The reality of native peoples today. 
Aboriginal communities in Argentina. Social issues.  

Communicative Content 

Recount historical events. Describe the customs, beliefs and worldviews of Native 
American peoples. Express opinions regarding the situation of indigenous peoples. Quote 
the words of others.  

Linguistic Content 

Contrast between the simple past tense and the imperfect tense. Pluperfect tense. 
Formation and the most frequent use. Temporal connectors. Linguistic resources for 
expressing opinions. Indirect speech. Language verbs.  

-​ Unit 9: Environmental Issues 

Thematic (sociocultural) Content 

The native forest in Córdoba. Environment and the productivity model. Environmental 
problems and poverty. Garbage in Córdoba.  
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Communicative Content 

Talking about changes and transformations. Expressing causes and purpose. Expressing 
objections in relation to a statement. Expressing impersonality and generalization. 
Expressing probability related to the present and the past.  

Linguistic Content 

Specific vocabulary related to the environment. Verbs of change: volverse, quedarse, 
convertirse en. General and specific uses of the prepositions “por” y “para”. Concessive 
connectors that require the subjunctive. Impersonal “se”, passive voice and 
nonintentional actions. Use of “uno”, “una”, “cualquiera”, “todo el mundo”, and the second 
person with a general and impersonal meaning. Simple and compound conditional and 
future imperfect and perfect indicative to express probability.  

COURSE EVALUATION 
Type of evaluation: 

The type of evaluation for the Cursos del Programa de Español y Cultura 
Latinoamericana is a process-based evaluation. The continuous learning process 
developed by the students will be taken into account. Based on this, different moments 
and methods of evaluation have been established with their corresponding percentages. 
To promote participation and integration, instances of dialogue and written production 
through brief practical assignments will be prioritized to allow students to sustain and 
account for their learning periodically.  

Method: 

The process will be evaluated considering attitudinal aspects and content (Practical 
Assignments, Midterm Exams and Final Exams) in the following way: 

*Four Oral Practical Assignments: The students will carry out oral 
assignments of various types (participation in role-plays and debates, 
presentations on a topic, commentary on films or plays etc. ) Each 
presentation will last approximately 10 minutes. Some will be prepared 
during class, and others outside of class, in advance.  

*Two Oral mid-term exams: written. Students will choose a topic related to 
the themes covered and explore it in depth. They will give an oral 
presentation in class on that topic. Duration: approximately 15 minutes.  
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*One Final Exam: This will integrate the contents developed throughout the 
course. There will be a first part where students present a topic, followed by 
a role-play activity related to the topic presented.  

The dates of the Final Exam are non-negotiable.  

 
Assessment Criteria: 
 

1.​ Conceptual Content (90% of the final grade) 
The practical assignments and midterm exams will represent 45% of the final course 
grade. The final exam will represent 45% of the final course grade. 
 

2.​ Attitudinal Content. Participation in class and attendance. (10% of the final 
grade) 

The course topics will be developed by the teacher and students will be required to 
participate in class through questions, reflections and problematic issues that reflect their 
understanding and interest in the topics studied and facilitate interaction within the class.  
 
Quantitative Evaluation  
The numerical scale for grade assignment will be from 1 to 10 considering the following 
valuation: 

●​ 10 = Excellent 
●​ 9 = Distinguished 
●​ 8 = Very Good 
●​ 7 = Good 
●​ 6 = Sufficient 
●​ 1-5 = Insufficient 

 
The minimum passing threshold is 6, which corresponds to 60% of the total course.  
The final grade will be a whole number (e.x., between 6.01 and 6.50=6; between 6.51 and 
6.99=7). 
The student may retake one practical assignment and one midterm exam.  
 
Attendance Policy:  
 
The student must have 80% attendance to pass. This means they must complete a total 
of 36 hours. There will be a fifteen-minute tolerance, after which a half absence will be 
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applied (up to one hour after the class has started) or a full absence (after one hour after 
the class has started).   
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Dates and the calendar 
 
The dates for the evaluations will be given at the beginning of the course. 
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