
 

PSEC 358 
CROSSROADS: SPAIN AND IMMIGRATION 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The migratory phenomenon is inherent to the history of humanity. Since the most remote 
times, humans have migrated in pursuit of a better future and the hope that our situation 
will change when it has been compromised by wars, misery, extreme poverty or a simple 
lack of opportunities.  

Migratory movements have radically changed in Spain over the last twenty years. Having 
been a country of emigrants, Spain has transformed into one of immigrants in terms of 
influx in the mid-80s and of global volume since the first years of the 21st century. Today, 
among European countries, Spain has one of the highest percentages of foreign 
residents. This is a social change of historical importance. This change has taken place in 
just a few decades, such that it is not only a new phenomenon, but one whose speed may 
hinder a proper understanding of demographic characteristics, changes in countries of 
origin, disparities in distribution throughout Spain, and the impact on the job market, the 
educational system and housing that can be associated with the integration of 
immigrants into Spanish society and Spaniards’ perception of this phenomenon. It is 
undoubtable that immigration is profoundly transforming Spanish society; that this deep 
social change will continue over the upcoming decades; that thanks to immigration we 
are facing with greater ease certain already existing challenges; and that the arrival of 
immigrants brings new challenges and new possibilities. Immigration thus constitutes a 
phenomenon that has burst rapidly into the Spanish panorama, at the same time 
showing its unquestionable contribution to prosperity in certain areas of society. We can 
affirm that the society we are living in is and will be diverse.  

The main objective of this course is to understand the complex phenomenon of 
immigration and its effects on advanced Western societies in terms of economy, lifestyle, 
culture and the way in which members of our societies interact with members of other 
societies often far away from our world. We should understand that immigration is a 
phenomenon that we cannot ignore. Our country, inevitably, is Europe’s southern border, 
leading to a more intense experience of the migratory phenomenon. Nonetheless, Spain is 
also a zone of transit; only a small percentage of the immigrants who reach our shores 
remain in Spain.  

This course aims to help students approach the migratory phenomenon in Spain. 
Students will learn about why migration occurs in the world, who they are, what rights 
they possess, what services are provided to them in our country, and what policies are 
being applied in Spain and the European Union. 
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Through readings, documentaries, movies, and news stories, students will obtain the 
knowledge needed to form a broader perspective of this complex social phenomenon, as 
well as the tools to participate in debates proposed in class. 

According to Manuel Pimentel: “España es y será durante los próximos años un país 
receptor de inmigración. … los inmigrantes no son unos simples agentes económicos, 
que vienen a trabajar, producir y consumir. Son personas, por lo que a su faceta laboral 
hay que añadir la de sus propias condiciones sociales y personales en el marco  de lo 
que hemos venido definiendo como necesaria integración.” 

STRUCTURE 
The course is based on a combination of talks, lectures, movie and documentary 
viewings, and the active discussion of all of these materials. Each week, readings will be 
assigned for the following week. Comprehension of these materials will be enhanced 
through in-class discussions and videos. 
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-​ Rengifo Calderón, Álvaro, y Antonio Oporto del Olmo. “Historia, presente y 
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LINKS OF INTEREST 
-​ https://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/analisis/inmigracion-trabajo-productividad-

y-desigualdad-en-espana/ 
-​ https://fedea.net/ 
-​ https://www.inclusion.gob.es/ 
-​ https://ine.es/ 

TEXTBOOK 
Coursebook provided by the instructor. However, given the current relevance of the 
subject matter, information on the topic is necessarily subject to continual innovation as 
a result of the changing nature of the migratory phenomenon. For this reason, the class 
will also include commentaries on texts from the press and news broadcasted on radio 
and television.    

During the course, students will view films such as Cartas de Alou, Extranjeras, 14 
kilómetros, El Tren de la Memoria, Naufragio, and Sin Nombr,e which treat the topic of 
current migration from different perspectives. Documentaries of special interest will 
likewise be projected in class. 

There will also be in-class discussions of articles appearing in the Spanish press. 

During the course, students will read texts from different specialized publications 
assigned by the instructor each day of class. 

EVALUATION 
Evaluation will be ongoing and a special emphasis will be placed on participation and 
attendance. The following criteria will be taken into account: 

●​ Participation in class based on the preparation of readings and related group 
discussions, general interest in the subject matter and contributions to in-class 
debates. 

●​ An individual presentation on a news story selected by the student.  Presentations 
will be ten to fifteen minutes in length and will treat a current news story in the 
area of migration that inspires debate in the class. 

●​ Readings, responses to questions, and homework activities posted on the 
Classroom platform. 
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●​ A final exam on the content covered, in order to demonstrate knowledge acquired 

in the course 

1.​ Participation and attendance 25% 

2.​ Oral presentation 15% 

3.​ Movies 20% 

4.​ Readings and activities 15% 

5.​ Final exam 25% 

 

COURSE TOPICS 
 

Dates Topic / Activity planned 

WEEK 1 TOPIC 1: The phenomenon of immigration 
-​ Foreigner or immigrant? 
-​ The phenomenon of immigration 
-​ Migration: a human necessity 
-​ Emigration is inevitable 
-​ Why migrate? 
-​ Consequences of migrations 
-​ The costs of migration 
-​ Economies of emigration and the job market 
-​ The effects of repression 
-​ Emigration and co-development 
-​ Report: Spain, the southern border of Europe 

WEEK 2 & 3 TOPIC 2: European immigration policies. Spanish immigration policy and 
the situation in Spain 

-​ Immigration policy in Europe  
-​ Important aspects of European immigration policy  
-​ Changes over time in European immigration policy 
-​ The European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX)  
-​ Immigration policy in Spain. 
-​ Law 12/2009. Refugees and the right to asylum. 
-​ Documentary: Naufragio: treinta años de memoria sumergida. 
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WEEK 4 & 5 TOPIC 3: Current state of immigration in Spain 
-​ Current state of immigration in Spain 
-​ What do the statistics say? 
-​ Immigration and employment 
-​ Situation of refugees in Spain 
-​ Immigration Detention Centers (CIEs) 
-​ Viewing of a report and a documentary on CIEs. 
-​ Viewing of a report on unaccompanied minors. 

WEEK 6 TOPIC 4: When we were emigrants 
-​ How many Spaniards emigrated to other European countries from 

1959 to 1973? 
-​ What were the causes of Spanish emigration? 
-​ Why was Spanish emigration greater in some regions? 
-​ What was the typical profile of the emigrant? 
-​ What were the main countries of destination for Spanish 

emigrants? 
-​ Why was adaptation to receiving countries not easy? 
-​ How did they live? 
-​ What were the consequences for Spain? 
-​ What did people of the time think about emigration? 
-​ Film: El tren de la memoria 

WEEK 7 & 8 TOPIC 5: The African route 
-​ The profile of immigrants in Spain 
-​ Moroccan immigrants 
-​ Sub-Saharan immigrants 
-​ Film: 14 kilómetros 

WEEK 9 & 
10 

TOPIC 6: the Latin American route 
-​ Argentine immigrants  
-​ Ecuadorian immigrants  
-​ Colombian immigrants 
-​ Peruvian and Bolivian immigrants  
-​ Film: Sin nombre 

WEEK 11 TOPIC 7: Illegal migrant work and human trafficking 
-​ Illegal migrant work: Profit-motivated transportation of people 
-​ The difficult pursuit of a better life 
-​ Routes and organization 

ssabroad.org 
 In USA: 433 West St, Suite 8, Amherst MA 01002, USA ⬥ Tel (+1) 413-256-0011 

In Spain: Calle Harinas 18, 41001 Seville, Spain ⬥ Tel: (+34) 954-22-4107 



 

-​ Human trafficking: organized crime 
-​ A local and global crime 
-​ Sexual exploitation and forced labor 
-​ Sex and age of trafficking victims. 
-​ Films: Las cartas de Alou/Adú 

WEEK 12 TOPIC 8: Immigration and gender in Spain. Female immigrants as 
prisoners of gender 

-​ Introduction. 
-​ The decision to emigrate and women’s future. 
-​ The training possessed by immigrant workers entering the 

Spanish job market. 
-​ Monetization of capacities among female and male immigrants 

entering Spain: levels of education. 
-​ Monetization of capacities among female and male immigrants 

entering Spain: work experience. 
-​ Monetization of capacities among female and male immigrants 

entering Spain: salary gaps. 
-​ Conclusion 
-​ Documentary: Extranjeras/ Short film: Biografía de un cadáver de 

mujer 

WEEK 12 REVIEW AND FINAL EXAMS 

*La profesora tiene derecho a cambiar las fechas de la programación específica a su 
discreción. 
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