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SPAN 301J
ADVANCED SPANISH CONVERSATION AND
COMPREHENSION

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The aim of this course is for intermediate-level Spanish learners to improve their
expression and comprehension. The course emphasizes vocabulary and reinforces
grammar skills students have already acquired, while also delving into knowledge and
competencies related to cultural and linguistic realities. In order to achieve these
objectives, each and every student’s participation is essential, given that the defining
core of the class is its dynamic of discussion and exchange.

In addition to the above objectives, the course treats different aspects of the Spanish
sociocultural reality, not in a merely informative manner but rather engaging students
with the knowledge in order to achieve an understanding of its importance in the
production and comprehension of language appropriate to the context.

STRUCTURE

This class is designed to improve Spanish learners’ written and spoken expression and
comprehension. As it is an intensive course, it requires students to practice both
communicative skills and grammatical reflection. For this reason, the programmed
activities will be varied in both content and classroom dynamics fostered.

Students will work both individually and in groups, and student-instructor interaction will
be ongoing.

The course proposes a variety of classroom activities:

A) The reading of various texts and documents that contextualize the linguistic and
communicative content covered in class

B) Review of different grammatical aspects.

C) The creation of dialogues with classmates using the vocabulary and expressions
learned.

D) Taking on diverse roles in order to express different opinions and characters.

E) Presenting a variety of situations in which students will have to comment on what
their reaction would be.

F) Guided discussions on general topics in which students must decide if they are in
favor or against and defend their position with convincing arguments.

G) Oral and listening comprehension exercises.
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H) Oral presentations.
I) Projection of short films related to cultural topics or grammatical and lexical
content being covered in class.

Each student must write two compositions in different styles. Compositions will be typed
on a computer, double-spaced in a Google document using a 12-point Arial font. They
must be 175-200 words in length. The texts assigned will include the following:

- Composition 1: News
- Composition 2: Narration

There will be a partial exam midway through the second week of the course, an oral
presentation on a current news topic or an aspect of Spanish culture, and a final exam.

Students must participate in the following cultural excursions:

- ltalica
- The Royal Alcazar
- The Cathedral

BIBLIOGRAPHY

(Al manuals and dictionaries are available in our library for students who wish to use
them.)
- Ferndndez de la Torriente, G. Como escribir correctamente. La comunicacién
escrita. Madrid: Ed. Playor, 1989.
- Gonzdlez Hermoso, A, J. R. Cuenot y M. Sanchez Alfaro. Gramdtica de espanol:
lengua extranjera. Madrid: Edelsa, 1994.
- Herndndez, G. Ortografia basica. (Ejercicios y actividades de autoaprendizaje).
Madrid: SGEL, 1989.
- Herndndez, G. Ortografia 2. Norma y estilo. Madrid: SGEL, 1993
- McVey, M., B. Wegman y T. Méndez Faith. En contacto. Gramdtica en accién. Texas:
Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1992.
- Moliner, Maria. Diccionario de uso del espafiol. Madrid: Gredos, 1980.

- R.A.E. Diccionario de ld lengua espaiola. Madrid: Espasa-Calpe, 1984.
- Seco, Manuel. Diccionario de dudas y dificultades de la lengua espafiola. Madrid:
Espasa Calpe, 1990.

- Seco, Manuel. Diccionario de dudas y dificultades de la lengua espafiola. Madrid:
Espasa Calpe, 1990.

WEBSITES

- Real Academia Espafiola de la Lengua. https://www.rae.es/
- Centro Virtual Cervantes. http://cvc.cervantes.es/
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TEXTBOOK
- Corpas Jaime et Alii. Aula Plus 5. Barcelona: Difusién S. L., 2022

EVALUATION

Students will be evaluated on their participation in as well as their contribution and
predisposition toward the functioning of classes.

1. Participation 25%
2. Written compositions 15%
3. Partialexam 20%
4. Final Exam 25%
5. Oral presentation 15%

Policy on absences: A complete absence will result in a deduction of 20 points, and a
partial absence in a deduction of 10 points.

COURSE TOPICS
Dates Topic [ Activity planned
WEEK 1 INTRODUCTIONS:

- Icebreaker and getting-to-know-you activities.
- Overview of the syllabus.
TOPIC 1: BUENAS NOTICIAS
e Communicative resources:
- Referring to a piece of news and commenting on it.
- Reacting to news.
e Grammar:
- Past tenses and the passive voice.
e Vocabulary:
- Verbs of transmission

WEEK 2 TOPIC 2: Y TU, :QUE OPINAS?

e Communicative resources:
- Expressing opinions and evaluation.
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- Setting conditions.
e Grammar:
- Creo que +indicative and no creo que + subjunctive.
- Impersonal constructions with ser, estar and parecer +
subjunctive or infinitive.
- Conditional structures: solo si, siempre que...
e Vocabulary:
- Words related to leisure and tourism
e Debate:
- Living in a hurry or not
e VISITTO ITALICA
e COMPOSITION 1. News

WEEK 3

TOPIC 3: YO NUNCA LO HARIA

e Communicative resources:
- Giving advice and expressing wishes.
- Evoking imaginary situations.
e Grammar:
- Some uses of the conditional.
- Verbs of influence with the subjunctive.
- Imperfect subjunctive.
- The conditional si.
e Vocabulary:
- Sports
- Traditions
- Music
o PARTIAL EXAM.
e VISIT TO THE ROYAL ALCAZAR

WEEK 4

e Viewing of a short film.
e Activities and commentary on the film
¢ Vocabulary:

- Cinema

TOPIC 4: WAYS OF LIFE

e Communicative resources:
- Talking about the characteristics of objects and people.
- Causes and purposes.
e Grammar:
- Correlations between times in relative clauses.
- Por and para.
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e Vocabulary:
- Words related to personal relationships.
e Activity:
- Love over the Internet
e VISIT TO THE CATHEDRAL
e COMPOSITION 2. Narration

TOPIC 5: LUGARES CON ENCANTO

e Communicative resources:
- Describing cities and commenting on their characteristics.
- Talking about expectations.
e Grammar:
- Relative pronouns.
- Verbs of perception, communication, and opinion using the
indicative and the subjunctive
e Vocabulary:
- Words to describe cities

WEEK 5

e Conversation:

- My experience in Seville
e REVIEW FOR THE FINAL EXAM
e FINAL EXAM

* These plans are subject to adaptation depending on the needs that may arise.
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