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Academic Year of Degree: 2025/26

21683 - Political Theory II

Teaching Guide Information

Academic Course:  2025/26

 
Academic Center:  339 - Faculty of Political and Social Sciences  

 
Study:  3391 - Bachelor's degree in Political and Administration Sciences  

 
Subject:  21683 - Political Theory II

 
Credits:  6.0

 
Course:  4

 
Teaching languages:  

Theory: Group 1: Spanish

Group 2: Catalan, Spanish

Seminar: Group 101: Spanish

Group 102: Spanish

Group 103: Spanish

Group 104: Spanish

Group 201: Spanish

Group 202: Spanish

Group 203: Spanish

Group 204: Spanish

 
Teachers:  Fernando Jose Gil Porquet, Tatiana Llaguno Nieves

 
Teaching Period:  First term  

Presentation

This course offers an introduction to modern and contemporary political philosophy starting from the French Revolution. Since 
the question of modernity is the question of freedom, we will explore several centuries of political thought through the dichotomy 
freedom/domination. What does each author understand by freedom? What relations of domination are being criticised or 
problematised? In attempting to answer these questions, we will see how the freedom/domination binomial is inevitably 
traversed by the political. For this reason, the next guiding question of the course concerns the very concept of the political. 
What exactly do we mean when we speak of the political? And what relationship should we establish between it and the 
problem of freedom/domination? Does our conception of the political affect our ability to identify relations of oppression and to 
prefigure forms of freedom? Each week we will contextualise and critically explore a series of authors and texts in order to 
observe how they have shaped answers to these and other questions.

Associated skills | General learning outcomes

This course falls within the subject area of “political theory”, which as a whole develops the following competences:

BASIC COMPETENCES:

CB1. Students must demonstrate knowledge and understanding in a field of study that builds upon general secondary education 
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and is normally at a level that, while supported by advanced textbooks, also includes some aspects involving knowledge at the 
forefront of the field.

CB2. Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess 
competences typically demonstrated through the development and defence of arguments and the solving of problems within 
their field of study.

CB4. Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialist and non-specialist 
audiences.

CB5. Students must have developed the learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a high degree of autonomy.

GENERAL COMPETENCES:

CG1. Capacity for analysis and synthesis. 
CG12. Ability to generate new ideas (creativity). 
CG18. Motivation to achieve goals.

TRANSVERSAL COMPETENCES:

CT1. Identify and critically analyse gender inequality and its intersection with other axes of inequality.

SPECIFIC COMPETENCES:

CE1. Identify the main theories and approaches of Political Science and Public Administration. 
CE2. Analyse the structure and functioning of political systems. 
CE8. Interpret contemporary political theories and their arguments.

Learning outcomes | Specific learning outcomes

The objectives of this course are:

to familiarise students with fundamental debates in modern and contemporary political thought;1. 

to enable them to gain fluency with key authors and concepts in political theory;2. 

to develop their ability to form an overall view of arguments by understanding their historical context as well as their 
current relevance;

3. 

to improve their critical thinking skills.4. 

Contents

Week 1: Rousseau 
Week 2: Robespierre/Staël/Burke 
Week 3: Kant and Schiller 
Week 4: Hegel and Marx 
Week 5: L’Ouverture/Du Bois 
Week 6: Schmitt and Arendt 
Week 7: Horkheimer and Benjamin 
Week 8: Fanon and Dussel 
Week 9: Beauvoir/Butler and Federici/Fraser 
Week 10: Habermas and Mouffe

Seminars

Seminar 1: Indigenous critique and the French Revolution 
Seminar 2: Aesthetics, labour and political imagination 
Seminar 3: The political limits of the human: the case of Palestine

Sustainable Development Goals

5 - Gender Equality 
10 - Reduced Inequalities 
13 - Climate Action 
16 - Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 

Evaluation and grading system

Assessment consists of a midterm exam and a final exam, as well as attendance and participation in seminars. 
Assessable activities will be specified in the learning plan.


