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Presentation

This subject aims to equip the student with a series of methodological tools with which they can design, conduct, present, and
critically evaluate qualitative research in the field of political science.

The subject will cover various techniques for qualitative data analysis: discourse analysis, content analysis, and process tracing.

Furthermore, the relationship between fieldwork and research design, and the relationship between theory and empirical
research, will be addressed.

In general, it is also intended that the student acquires the capacity to develop applied research and becomes familiar with
different research and analysis scenarios in professional practice.

The subject will be carried out in person, combining theoretical classes and seminars.

To take this subject, students must have prior knowledge related to having completed the Qualitative Methodology | subject, as
this is the second part of a subject introducing qualitative research. As planned, the subject's teaching plan takes into account
the students' training trajectory in the degree, and their knowledge in other subjects such as Mathematics or Quantitative
Research Techniques.

Associated skills | General learning outcomes
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This subject falls within the scope of the "research methodology" area, which collectively develops the following
competencies:

BASIC COMPETENCIES:

e CB2. That students know how to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
the competencies usually demonstrated by formulating and defending arguments and solving problems within their
field of study.

« CB3. That students have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (normally within their field of study) to make
judgments that include a reflection on relevant social, scientific, or ethical issues.

« CB4. That students can transmit information, ideas, problems, and solutions to both specialized and non-specialized
audiences.

* CBS5. That students have developed the learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a high degree of
autonomy.

GENERAL COMPETENCIES:

¢ CGL1. Capacity for analysis and synthesis.

e CG2. Capacity to organize and plan.

e CG4. Basic computer management skills.

e CG5. Teamwork.

e CG7. Capacity to work in an interdisciplinary team.
e CG9. Ability to work in an international context.

* CG10. Research skills.

¢ CG15. Project design and management.

e CG17. Concern for quality.

¢ CG18. Achievement motivation.

TRANSVERSAL COMPETENCIES:

« CT1. Identify and critically analyze gender inequality and its intersection with other axes of inequality.

SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES:

« CEL1. Identify the main theories and approaches of Political Science and Administration.
« CEL17. Apply political and social research methods and techniques.
« CEI18. Analyze with quantitative and qualitative research data.

Contents

BLOCK 1. INTRODUCTION
* Management of collected data
* Relationship with research design
« Ontological and epistemological considerations

BLOCK 2. DATA ORGANIZATION
e Operationalization
« Coding
* Relationship between codes and literature from inductive and deductive approaches
« Inference and interpretation of qualitative data.
BLOCK 3. GROUNDED THEORY
BLOCK 4. DISCOURSE ANALYSIS AND CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS
BLOCK 5. CONTENT ANALYSIS
BLOCK 6. PROCESS-TRACING
BLOCK 7. PRESENTATION OF RESULTS

Sustainable Development Goals

4 - Quality Education
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16 - Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
Evaluation and grading system

Continuous assessment will be carried out through:
< Participation, completion of activities, presentation of readings, and attendance at theoretical classes (15%)

* Practical assignments completed during the seminars (30%)

The final assessment will be carried out through:
« Final Paper - Research Project (35%)

« Basic Knowledge Test (20%)

To calculate the average of all assessment parts, it is mandatory to pass two parts:
« Basic Knowledge Test (final and individual assessment);

« Final Paper — Research Project (final and group assessment).

Resit System (Recuperacio):

For students who have not passed one of the two mandatory parts (group work using qualitative techniques or the individual
basic knowledge test), a test related to the failed part will be established during the second trimester. The rest of the grades will
be kept until this date.

All students who have participated in more than half of the continuous assessment activities and have taken the subject's final
exam, but obtained a failing grade, may enter the resit process.

A resit period will be scheduled in the academic calendar. This period may include some Saturdays and/or afternoon times
during the teaching week. In any case, the exam schedule within this period will not coincide with the subjects’ lecture
timetables.

To pass this resit opportunity, it is mandatory to pass the two obligatory parts, following the same criteria as in the initial
assessment.

If the student also fails this last opportunity, they must restart the entire assessment process in the following academic year. In
this case, the grades for the previously passed parts will not be saved.

Methodology

The course is organized through a combination of various face-to-face classes and seminars, as well as autonomous activities
outside the classroom.

The subject will be carried out by combining theoretical classes and seminars. Attendance at lectures is highly recommended,
as the theoretical content will need to be applied in the research project. Furthermore, this attendance and active participation in
the theoretical classes will count towards the participation grade (except for students who provide justified reasons for not being
able to attend classes).

Attendance at seminars is mandatory. An absence from a seminar must always be justified. Otherwise, the attendance grade
will be reduced. Failure to attend a seminar where a paper was due to be presented or failure to hand in a paper will result in a
zero score. If a paper is submitted late without prior agreement from the professors, the grade will be reduced to a pass or a fail.

1 Theoretical Sessions

Theoretical (lecture) sessions are held weekly in person.

In these sessions, the topics specified in the syllabus, the main concepts, and the analysis techniques to be developed are
presented and discussed. Likewise, the theoretical sessions will provide students with sufficient knowledge to undertake a
gualitative research project. The structure of these sessions will be divided into seven major content blocks.

2 Seminars

The seminars will be held in person. The objective of the Seminars is to monitor the development of a research project. Three
seminars will be held. In each of them, students must submit a part of the Research Project (practical assignment). The three
practical assignments will be worth a total of 3 points of the final grade (30%).
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