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Group 201: Catalan
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Teachers:  Andrea Noferini , Jacint Jordana Casajuana

 
Teaching Period:  First term  

Presentation

Public Policies II is conceived as an advanced course focusing on the final stage of the public policy analysis cycle: evaluation. 
Consequently, its objective is the conceptual study and empirical application of public policy evaluation mechanisms. First, the 
course introduces the main concepts, perspectives and techniques for evaluating programmes and public policies, both from a 
theoretical perspective and through reference to specific cases illustrating their practical application. Second, the course shows 
how conceptual and methodological tools can be applied to the evaluation of particularly relevant sectoral policies.

The course, which has received the UPF EdVolucio quality label, applies a participatory teaching methodology focused on 
students’ active participation. Using Project-Based Learning, the course aims to demonstrate the applicability of theoretical 
concepts and contents to the reality of public policy analysis, with special attention to local-level policies and programmes.

Associated skills | General learning outcomes

This course falls within the subject area of “public policies and public management”, which as a whole develops the following 
competences:

BASIC COMPETENCES:



2/3

CB1. Students must demonstrate knowledge and understanding in a field of study that builds upon general secondary education 
and is normally at a level that, while supported by advanced textbooks, also includes some aspects involving knowledge at the 
forefront of the field.

CB2. Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess 
competences typically demonstrated through the development and defence of arguments and the solving of problems within 
their field of study.

CB3. Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (normally within their field of study) in order to make 
judgements that include reflection on relevant social, scientific or ethical issues.

CB4. Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialist and non-specialist 
audiences.

CB5. Students must have developed the learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a high degree of autonomy.

GENERAL COMPETENCES:

CG1. Capacity for analysis and synthesis. 
CG2. Capacity to organise and plan. 
CG7. Ability to work in an interdisciplinary team. 
CG11. Ability to adapt to new situations. 
CG12. Ability to generate new ideas (creativity). 
CG15. Project design and management.

TRANSVERSAL COMPETENCES:

CT1. Identify and critically analyse gender inequality and its intersection with other axes of inequality.

SPECIFIC COMPETENCES:

CE1. Identify the main theories and approaches of Political Science and Public Administration. 
CE10. Analyse the structure, organisation and functioning of public administrations at their different levels. 
CE11. Analyse administrative planning and management. 
CE13. Interpret the economic environment and the economic dimension of the public sector. 
CE14. Assess the capacity for planning, implementation, evaluation and analysis of public policies.

Contents

Topic 1. Introductory concepts 
Definition of evaluation. 
The development of evaluation activity over time. 
Theoretical elements of evaluation.

Topic 2. Perspectives and evaluation models 
Types of evaluation: ex ante, intermediate, ex post; formative vs summative. 
Evaluation methods. 
Evaluation actors.

Topic 3. Methods and techniques of evaluation: Design evaluation.

Topic 4. Methods and techniques of evaluation: Impact evaluation.

Topic 5. Methods and techniques of evaluation: Qualitative methodology in public policy evaluation.

Topic 6. Policy evaluation in the international and EU framework 
Development and trends of evaluation at international level. 
Evaluation in the EU and the OECD.

Topic 7. Institutionalisation in Spain and Catalonia 
The institutionalisation process in Spain. 
Institutionalisation in Catalonia.

Topic 8. Cross-cutting and advanced approaches to evaluation.

Topic 9. Course conclusions and presentation of students’ evaluation reports 
Final session in which students publicly present in class the results of their final project.

Sustainable Development Goals

4 - Quality Education 
8 - Decent Work and Economic Growth 
11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities 
17 - Partnerships for the Goals 

Evaluation and grading system

The teaching methodology is based on a combination of face-to-face lectures and seminars, where group work will be 
monitored, as well as autonomous activities outside the classroom. Student participation is a fundamental aspect of the course 
and requires prior study of the compulsory bibliography for each session, as well as monitoring current political and economic 
affairs with special attention to the national context.

Continuous assessment (compulsory, group-based) (60%) 
Seminars for the preparation of the Evaluation Report (30%). 
Evaluation Report and public presentation (30%).

The final assignment (Evaluation Report) aims to apply in practice the content presented in lectures. It consists of the evaluation 
of a local public policy using the concepts and tools provided by the teaching staff. Attendance and active participation are 
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essential. Individual participation by each group member is compulsory.

Final assessment (compulsory, individual) (40%) 
Final multiple-choice test exam.

To pass the course, students must pass both components: continuous assessment and final assessment. To pass the course, 
the final average must reach 5 points. To calculate averages, a minimum mark of 4.5 in the final exam is required.

Resit system

Students who, having completed the coursework and the exam, have obtained a failing grade may sit the resit session 
scheduled for the second term of the fourth year. They must complete a short evaluation report on a public policy similar to that 
analysed during the course and take a final exam. Both activities will be assessed together in order to pass the course.

For Erasmus students who cannot attend lectures or seminars in person, a fully online alternative methodology will be designed.


